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The Preacher’s Saturday Night 
By W. Rupert Clark 


Y DESK and table are o’erlaid with books, 
And I have conned each one; 
Now I restore them to their wanted nooks, 
My preparation done. 





One Book remains, upon whose pages shine 
-The Jaws of life and death, 
_ While in deep hush I wait the seal divine— 
The Holy Spirit’s breath. 


Tomorrow may be flecked with anxious thqught, 
Perchance with fear or care,’ 

But thislone stillness:with rich peace is fraught; 
I give myself to prayer. 


As some skilled harper soothes the string to calm 
And bids its tremblitgs cease, 

So still my quivering brain with touch of balm, 
O Holy Dove of peace! Ree 


Here in my quiet study grandly show 
The things of.Christ my Lord, 

That on the mofrow lip and heart aglow 
May gladly preach His Word. 


Now all my reading, thought, and gathered store 
Upon the altar lies ; 

Answer by fire, O God, as once of yore; 
Consume the sacrifice ! 


"The World’s Instability — 


Geographical earthquakes are not the only kind. 
The -world.can be shaken in other ways, and mankind 


“4S experiencing such a quake today. We call it the 


“business depression.” For a while it was. more or 
less glossed over; business leaders, national leaders, 


-and the newspapers did not say as much about it as 


they might, for fear of making it worse. But that 
time of caution has passed. Perhaps no one has spoken 
out more unreservedly and fearlessly than. the Presi- 
dent of the United States. In his address last month 
at Indianapolis Mr. Hoover said: “The business de- 
pression is the dominant subject before the country 
and the world today. Its blight stretches from all 
quarters of the globe to every business place and every 
cottage door in our land. . . . Depressions are not 
new experiences, though none “has hitherto been so 
widespread.” The President believes that “the ex- 
treme violence and the long continuance of this de- 

ssion came not from within but from outside the 

mited States,” in spite of “our wild speculation; our 


~ stock promotion with its infinite losses and hardship 


to innocent people; our loose “and extravagant busi- 
ness methods.” He pointed owt-that “some particular 
calamity has happened to nearly every country in the 
world, and the difficulties of ah have intensified the 
unemployment and financial, ulties of all the 
others. ... . Political ins “thas affected three- 
fourths of the population of the world.” The Presi- 
dent’s adtress expressed confidence, of course, that 
his nation would emerge from these distressing condi- 
tions into a new prosperity and success. .Many Chris- 
tian people believe that this can come to pass only if 
our nation humbles itself before God in confession 
of sin and importunate prayer for cleansing, for re- 
vival of the spiritual life of the Church, and for seek- 
ing first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
Are men willing to do this? Or are we in the be- 
ginnings of those judgments of God from which men 
will only turn away in bitterness instead of turning 
to Him in confession and supplication? 
a“ 

Sin and Grace 

Sin destroys both men and animals. Grace re- 
deems both men and animals. The flood came be- 
cause of man’s: sin. “And the Lord -said; I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of 
the earth; both man, and beast, and-the creeping thing, 
and the fowls of the air” (Gen. 6:7). When the 
deluge broke upon the earth, “all flesh died that moved 
upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of 
beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, and every man,” * Yet there was an excep- 
tion, for both-man and beast, even in the unique and 
world-wide deluge. “Noah only remained alive, and 
they that were with him in the ark.” The redemption 
and salvation provided by God affected both man and 
animals. Grace intervened to deliver from the de- 
struction of.sin; chosen members of the human race 
were saved, and chosen members of the animal king- 
dom, both: clean-and unclean, were saved. When the 
redemption provided by God’s grace is completed we 
know that “the creature [creation] itself also shall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 8: 21). 
When the bodies ot God’s children are redeemed,. as 
the Lord comes again to establish his kingdom on 
earth, the natural creation itself shall be redeemed, 
and “the wolf also shall dwelt with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together; and a 
little child shall lead them ... and the sucking child 


shall play on the hole .of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den... 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea’ (Isa, 11: 6-9). 
What a tragic destroyer sin is! What a wonderful 
salvation Christ provides! 


a 
Our Message to the World 


While men’s hearts are failing them for fear, what 
message has the Church for the world? We are in 
the end of the age — there can be no doubt of this as 
the signs infallibly predicted by the Lord multiply 
before our eyes. John the Baptist was “a man sent 
from God” at the end of the age just preceding Christ’s 
earthly ministry. He fearlessly proclaimed the first 
coming of Christ. Is the Church of Christ today as 
true and fearless in proclaiming the imminent second 
coming of Christ? Miss Christabel Pankhurst of 
England is faithfully administering this stewardship 
as she goes throughout the world with the proclama- 
tion of the Lord’s return. In a personal letter to a 
friend she has written, concerning the political and 
economic events that are startling men by their unusual 
character: “One wonders prayerfully what may be 
in store. It would seem that many questions are 
likely to develop in a very definite way. All this will 
be a great challenge to the Church —responsible for 
declaring the mind of Christ in such a time as this; 
but he has. given us his message for the world. If 
only all his messengers would deliver it, the response 
of the world would be far beyond all we ask or think, 
I truly believe. May he send down upon all Chris- 
tian ministers and his whole Church the very spirit 
and power of Elijah in these latter days!” The sec- 
ond coming of Christ is good news indeed for all who 
shall have received him as Saviour and Lord while 
yet there.is time. And, while it must necessarily be 
preceded and accompanied by judgments upon those 
who “know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 1:8), it means the 
regeneration of the world and the delivering of crea- 
tion itself “from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 8:21). 
Men’s hearts are the. readier to receive the truth of 
the Lord’s return49€¢ause of the darkness, uncertainty, 
and. turmoil that have already come upon the whole 
world. Let us be faithful in sharing the good news 
of “that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the ge God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 
2:13). 


The Furnace Companion 


E ALL have our furnace refinings, days when 
ebuchadnezza 


some dire Ni r of life heats the 
flame seven times: hotter than its wont. And 


it is not always easy, when eyes.are blinded with pain, 


to see the Form of ‘the Fourth; not always possible, 
whén the brain is numb with sorrow to believe that 


Things that hurt and things that mar 
Mark the man for perfect praise; 
Shock and -strain and ruin are 
Friendlier than the stinny days. 
Others may repeat fine helpful things like that to us, 
may offer generously the balm of human sympathy, 
but somehow none of it seems to alleviate the peculiar 
bitterness of our cup. 

We recall the Comforter’s assurance that “if ye be 
without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then 
are ye bastards, and not sons” (Heb. 12:8). But 
surely suth smiting as falls on our stricken life is not 
necessary to sonship. It does not seem necessary in 
the lives of others. And then comes the doubting, 
dishonoring “Why ?” 

It is not only possible but altogether probable that 
we shall never be told the full answer to that ques- 
tion until the glory-life. Glimpses may be granted 
us through our understanding of Him who was “a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.” And 


we may hear, through the chaotic hours of the long 
night, the chiding of His voice: “Beloved, think it 
not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you.” 
But when the Voice continues, “Rejoice, inasmuch as 
ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings,” we draw back 
bewildered and afraid. Rejoice? As if one could do 
that when every heart-pore is bleeding! When the 
weight of sore bereavement is crushing the very life !: 
Oh, divine paradox! How shall we know such en- 
abling? How indeed, unless we choose to recognize 
our Companion in the furnace-flame, unless we reach 
through the blinding heat and grasp His outstretched 
hand that is surely there. 

There was once a certain young. woman whose 
Christian life seemed all sunshine and smiles. She 
had of course, her little hills of Difficulty, little tiffs 
with Apollyon along the way, little partakings of 
chastisement, but there seemed to be enough of bless- 
ing to more than overbalance all that. She was mar- 
ried to a minister of character and distinction. Lovely 
children bless¢d their union. The development of 
latent ability opened to her the door to larger service. 
And her circle of friends grew until it reached around 
the world. 

Among these friends were a few intimate ones, who, 
like herself, were wives-of Christian ministers, mothers 
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of manse children, loved and beloved in their various 
fields of service. Years flew apace, and trouble 


knocked at the door of each of these friends, but not 


at her door. 

One of the ministers became blind, — utterly, 
blackly blind,—and his wife was compelled to add 
to her arduous tasks, as mother of four, the burden 
of study and reading aloud such subjects as would 
help in sermon-building. As if that were not enough, 
the rod descended again and a darling baby girl was 
taken from them to be with the Lord. 

The second of these friends drank of a still more 
bitter cup. Her husband was stricken suddenly with 
a strange malady that, ere long, took away his rea- 
son, Followed weeks of stark agony, then he was 
gone, and a crushed little flower-faced wife went forth 
to fend for herself and children. 

Then was the cup given to the third close friend, 
another of the manse céterie, and this was the most 
bitter of all. Somewhere, unknown to others, Satan 
had entered a heart, ever so quiétly, and that heart 
straightway became a battlefield. But the fight was 
lost and a shamed and broken man shut away from 
society, while his lovely wife was left alone to face 
a cold and contemptuous world. with her innocent 
lit.le ones, 

Oh, the bitterness of these brimming cups! The 
pain of the white-hot furnace! The cut of the smit- 
ing rod! How was it that all these came to her com- 
rades, but not to her? /Was Spurgeon right when he 
said that the Lord had pets, and that his wife was 
one of them? Was she also a particularly favored 
child? 

No. The time came at last when her path descended 
from the Delectable Mountains down into the sultry 
plains; down, down into the thick clouds and black- 
ness of the valley of shadow. For a beautiful daugh- 
ter, dearly loved and tenderly nurtured, disappeared 
suddenly one day, and could not be found, Every- 
thing was done that could be done, but to no avail. 
And that young mother knew at last that what had 
come: to her friends had also come to her. Only — 
no other cup was so bitter, no other smiting so sharp, 
and no other furnace so hot as was hers! Indeed, 
there seemed no balm in Gilead, no physician equal 
to the cancering “pain that was eating through the 
very ‘soul. 

Incidents were recalled of others who had deeply 
suffered, and yet who, after a time, could sing, 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Peace, perfect~ peace, with sorrows surging round? 
On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is found. 


But she could not: sing that. , 

Then she set herself to search out the comfort- 
promises, which our Father has planted so thickly 
throughout the garden of his Word. There was heal- 
ing in them, such healing as they of the world cannot 
know; but the pain persisted. The horror of it all 
was still there. 

And then she remembered ,the Man, himself, who 
would be a “hiding place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest; . . . as the shadow of a great rock 
in a weary land” (Isa. 32:2). She rose from her 
bed of sleepless agony and stumbled through the dark- 
ness to Him, who hath surely “borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows,” who is “nigh unto them that 
are of a broken heart.” And there beside the- Form 
of the Fourth, she was able to walk, yea to live, in 
the seven-times-heated furnacet,—live with no singe- 
smell of complaint’ or questioning, no scar-marks of 
doubt and fearfulness. For she had found Him. 

So also we may live, upborne, not by the loving 
sympathy of friends perhaps, nor the precious testi- 
mony of others; not even by the infinite comfort of 
the Book, altogether, but by the very real clasp of 
His enfolding arms. There, close to him, we shall 
be enabled, little by little, to glory in our suffering, 
since it exalts his power, and magnifies his grace. 

Dr. F. B. Meyer told of Silwood' of Keswick, who 
for twenty years lived in agonies of pain. A well- 
known skeptic came to see the saintly sufferer, and 
greeted him with the question, “What do you think of 
your God now?” The answer must have stayed with 
the infidel until his dying day, yes, and will: goad his 
memory through 4all eternity: “Since he is able to 
keep me in perfect peace amid sufferings like mine, 
I think more of hirh than ever.” But it is only as we 
keep close to him, very close indeed,-that we shall 
prove how very able he is for this. 

Best of altxno matter how terrible the furnace of 
unutterable grief and longing, it cannot last. It is 
only for a time. “Yet a little while, how 1\ cde, how 
little.’ And then the “far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” 


Sweet sorrow, who the earth has ever trod, 

Dreaded and shunned, till, by thy burning: kiss, 

The heart was fired and flamed serene to God; 
O kind stern friend, we leave thee on Time’s shore, 
The only friend of earth whom we shall see no more. 





Our Assurance of Victory 


As you know, when I get in hard and I need help 
in prayer, I write you. That is what I am doing 
now. 


I confess I feel so cold and helpless. I try to hold 
on. » It is hard. 

Will you describe the Christ life — that life which 
is Christ? I just feel that I need a spiritual tun- 
ing, toning, adjusting into that life which is Christ, 
Oh, how wonderful He is! So complete. So holy, 

fect, all! Oh, that we might always remember 
hat Christ is all, and let all else go by, and be sat- 
isiied with just Himself. We need to think on Him. 
—An Oklahoma pastor. 


To this- heart-cry from a Christian pastor and per- 
sonal friend the Editor was glad to “write a letter 
of fellowship and sympathy, part of which was as fol- 
1OWS: 

“It is good to hear from you again, and I gladly 
write in reply. God hears and answers prayer. He 
has never failed to do so—he will not fail now. 

“Take your concordance and go through the New 
Testament to find statements of fact concerning 
the believer in Christ. Or, perhaps better than 
using the concordance, just run through page after 
page of the New Testament itself, and wherever you 
see a statement of fact concerning the believer in 
Christ, mark it, or write it out on a separate piece of 
paper. 

“You will be flooded with facts. Your soul will be 
overwhelmed by the glory, not of that which Christ 
can do for you, but of that which Christ has done 
for you. 

“I heard a Christian man say, one day, that he 
longed to be complete in Christ. It was a mistaken 
longing, God says to every believer: “Ye ARE complete 
in — —— is the head of all principality and power’ 
(Col, 2: 10). 

“I have heard Christians say they wish they could 
die unto sin. It is as mistaken a wish as it would 
te for me to say that I wish I could live in Phila- 
d-tohia. I am living in Philadelphia, and I have died 
uno’ sin, and so have you. If you don’t believe it, 
just read the sixth chapter of Romans, then shout 
fcr joy as you praise God. 

“You are-in Christ. 

“Christ is in you, 





“You are crucified with him. 

“He is the vine, you are a branch. 

“You are not under law, but under grace, and that 
is the reason why sin shall not have dominion over 
you. 

“You are free from the law of sin and death. 

“It is no longer you that lives, but Christ lives in 
you. 

“Your life is hid with Christ in God. 

“The power that God used when he raised Christ 
from the dead—and it took a good deal of power 
to do that—is the exceeding greatness of God’s 
power which he is exercising toward you, right now, 
because you ‘believe in him (Epk. 1:19, 20). 

“Look up all the references for the other state- 
ments of fact I have given above, if you are not 
sure about them, and then thank God that every word 
of his is true. y 

“Why worry! —with all these glorious facts about 
you and myself and every believer in Christ. 

“Tell your people about these wonderful facts. Tell 
unsaved sinners about the wonderful things that will 
be true of them the moment they accept Chris as 
their Saviour. 

“What a wonderful Saviour! 

“What a glorious Gospel!” 

In reply to this letter came a most welcome word 
from the Oklahoma pastor, in part as follows: 


I received your letter, and I want to give this 
testimony in reply. I have gone through the most 
trying testing of my faith I have ever had. I have 
gone from mountain to valley across to a still higher 
mountain. I have been in meetings here three weeks 
and God has been leading us step by step, more and 
more to magnify that Life which is Christ. The 
wonder of it all is that the very things you pointed 
out in your letter are the very ground we have been 
going over. Yesterday I spoke from Romans 6, and 
it never opened up to us more clearly or brought 
more joy to the folks. Today we went over it more 
fully, emphasizing our present possessions, inheri- 
tance, completeness, position, etc., in Christ, looking 
at such words as hath, are, is, etc. Yes, two or 
three years ago I caught myself marking those ex- 
pressions “in Christ” in Paul’s writings. The Holy 
Spirit led me to do it, and I know just what you 
are referring me to. 

Getting your letter, and having gone over it so 
Strongly just before getting your letter have estab- 
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lished my faith as never before. We have gone 
through a fight, but God is giving glorious victory. 
Victory IS ours. 

at 


The Tower of Babel: 
An International Cail.to Prayer 


A group of business men in the city of Lethbridge, 
Alberta, have drafted a declaration addressed to Can- 
ada and the United States and sounding an inter- 
national call to prayer. The copy of this declara- 
tion that came to hand was signed by a long list of 
Canadian and American nationals doing business in 
the city of Lethbridge. Other copies with other sig- 
natures are in circulation.. A National Call to Prayer 
sent out by the Business Men’s Council of the Pocket 
Testament League, Inc., of Philadelphia, was printed 
in THe SunpAy ScHoot Times of July 11. This 
same Council had received the Canadian call, and had 
participated in making it public. 

The unusual character of this Canadian prayer call 
is its effiphasis upon the fact that the present world- 
wide business depression cannot be explained by any 
human reasoning, and that it is “the most astounding 
phenomenon in the history of the world.”*: Is there-a 
Modern Tower of Babel before our eyes? This is 
the challenge sent out to Christian people everywhere 
by these business and professional leaders across the 
border in the Dominion, and THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times gladly passes on this challenge to its readers 
in the earnest hope that many may enter into. the 
prayer privilege and obligation that are before us. 
The declaration follows: 


We, the undersigned, managers and senior members 
of business and professional enterprises in the city 
of. Lethbridge, Alberta, hereby declare. ; 

A, The following undisputed facts: 

1. That there now exists a world-wide and prolonged 


business depression for which no natural or necessary. 


cause can be given. 


2. That this depression is accompanied by an over- 
production of most of the world’s staple products. 

3. That coincident with this over-production is the 
distress of unemployment and individual want seri- 
ously affecting millions of families in -all the great 
civilized and producing countries of the world. 

4. That the world as a whole, and especially its 
so-called civilized nations, have at their disposal every- 
thing needed to produce the highest degree of pros- 
perity ever-conceived by the mind of man. 

5. That the best intellects the world possesses con- 
fess their impotence either severally or jointly to find 
a = for the problem which has thus presented 
itself. 


‘B. Our belief: 


1. That the foregoing facts constitute the most 
astounding phenomenon in the history of the world. 

2. That this phenomenon calls for an explanation 
which divine wrath alone can. give. 

3. That it is for our sins that this distress has been 
brought upon us. 

4. That God Almighty has allowed us to erect this, 
our Modern Tower of Babel, to the end that he may 
show forth his power. _ 

5. That we shall find no relief until we. confess our 
sins to each other and humble ourselves before him 
and ask for his forgiveness and his wisdom. 

6. That relief will come promptly and fully when- 
ever we do so humble ourselves: 


C. Our confession: 


_I, That’ we business and professional men, both in- 
dividually and as a class, are responsible for this dis- 
tress and this punishment. 

2. That we have not loved our neighbors as our- 
selves nor considered their distress as our distress. 

3. That we have been conducting our business, both 
individually and collectively, as though profits were 
our only objective and human needs only the means 
thereto. 


4. That we have been discussing our problems, both 
private and public, without so much as recognizing 
even the existence of our Maker, much less acknowl- 
edging his power to help us. 

D. Our’ desire: 

1. To have our respective governments appoint a 
day of prayer and fasting. 

2. To have our respective national leaders lead us 
to humility and prayer for grace and wisdom to the 
end that we may find the divine solution of our prob- 
lems and relieve distress the world over. 

3. To have our brethren throughout our land join 
us in this Declaration and its’ promulgation. 

E. Our promise: 


To do our part heartily as unto the Lord as our 
respective national leaders may appoint for us to do to 
accomplish fully the purposes for which this Declara- 
tion has been made. ‘ 
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The Light of the World 


From Whom nothing is hidden, and Who will transform 
: glorify every believing heart ‘ 


By the late W. 


H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
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I am the light of the world: he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life (John 8:12). 


HE foundation-stone of Christianity is the deity 

of Christ. If the question were asked, “What 
is the strongest proof that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God?” the answer would probably be, “The 
resurrection.” And this would be correct, for by the 
resurrection Christ was “declared to be the Son of 
God with power.” But there are other. and scarcely 
less striking proofs of his deity that demand our con- 
sideration, and one of these does not seem to receive 
the attention it should, — namely, the words of Christ. 
Again and again do we find the Lord Jesus using lan- 
guage about himself that can only be explained by be- 
lieving that he was the Son of God or that he was a de- 
ceiver or one deceivéd. There are no other alternatives, 


—either he was what he claimed to be or he was - 


(however we may-shrink from saying it) an impostor. 

We may thus consider the words of the text and 
the circumstances under which they were spoken. 
There was the Lord Jesus in the Temple with his 
disciples and saying, “I am the light of the world.” 
Imagine any mere man saying these words! What 
audacity! What absurdity! Put them in ‘the lips 
of the greatest man that the world has seen and notice 
how supremely ridiculous they appear! Imagine 
Socrates saying, “I am the light of the world’! Im- 
agine Paul saying, “I am the light. of the world’! 
Imagine Luther saying, “I am the light of the world”! 
Imagine one of the great minds of this century saying, 
“T am the light of the world’! The imagination can 
do a great many things, but it cannot stretch thus 
far. And yet, a-village Carpenter publicly said, “I 
am the light of the world’! How truly therefore 
did. the soldiers speak when they said, “Never man 
spake like this man.” As no one has ever dared for 
-an instant to question the absolute goodness of. this 
Man, and as the few who would urge that he was a 
mistaken enthusiast have no valid arguments to back 
their claim, we are compelled to fall back on the 
only other explanation —the speaker was divine, the 
Son of the Living God. 

This being so, we cannot, we dare not be indifferent 
to his words, for the words which he spoke must be 
our rule and guide through life and will judge us at 
the last day. Let us, therefore, consider these words 
of the Son of God, “I am the light of the world,” 
finding in them three points that demand our. notice 
and attention. rp 


I. A Striking Statement 


“T am the light of the world.” In what ways can 
Christ be compared to light? /Let ué think of 


- 1. The mission he came to fulfill. What does light 
do? It reveals things as they are and enables man to 
fulfill the necessary duties of-life. So Christ came 
to illumine the world, to show the world four things. 

(1) He came to reveal God. Through sin, God 
had been hidden from mankind, and before Christ 
came almost everything of practical value about God, 
outside Judaism, was mere guesswork, and even 
there the knowledge of him was partial and crude. 
So true was it that “no man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom 
of the Father, he hath declared him.” And so, “God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined into our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” Man needs God, man’s soul cries out for 
God, and that need, that cry are satisfied only in 
Christ who is the Light to reveal God to man. 

(2) He came to reveal man as he is. Before Christ’s 
coming, there were very superficial views of man, his 
nature and condition. Through ages and ages of de- 
cline an. sin, men had formed ideas of themselves 
that were very far from truth, and it needed the 
light of Christ to show themselves as they really were, 
— lost, ruined, and helpless sinners before God. Think 
of a room thoroughly’ cleaned and dusted and then 
closed for somie weeks, or months, or years. Imagine 
the sight when the shutters are thrown back, the 
blinds drawn up, and when the light is flashing in 
upon every nook and corner. So Jesus Christ, by 
his perfect law, reaching down as it does to the in- 
most thought and feeling, teveals to man God's 
standard of life in contrast to his own superficial and 
imperfect ideas. Christ, by showing in himself a pic- 
ture of a perfect Man, revealed to man his own deep 
shor‘comings and his very far distant wanderings from 
God. Then, for the first time, when Christ came, 
there stood out before man in all its filth, in all its 
hideousness, in all its guilt, in all its enormity, that 


_ Heaven. 


There are few things on this earth that 
greater sense of strength, safety, peace, and 
than a lighthouse. It sheds a soft radiance on 
those living near it, and yet throws a powerful 
beam miles, out to sea. On stormy nights the 
waves roar up its sides, and the wind and rain 
lash the glass, but it stands firm on its rock founda- 
tion and shines steadily on through the darkness. 
From dusk to dawn every night in the year it 
freely warns of danger and points to safety. 

So the Lord Jesus Christ stands above the 
storms of this world, himself the Rock and the 

~ Light, and the Entrance into the eternal harbor 
of peace and safety to which he leads all who 
trust in him. The late Dr. Thomas preached the 
sermon here given when he was about twenty- 
seven years 
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concerning which man is only too indifferent, — the 
awful fact of human sin, universal sin, personal sin, 
the sin of the world, your sin, my sin. 

(3) He came to reveal Heaven. Before his com- 
ing, the ideas about the future life were very vague. 
They were practically speculations and theories even 
among those who had the Old Testament. The future 
had become darkened and yet men yearned for some 
time when the wrongs of earth might be put right. 
Both Jew and Gentile cried out for this satisfaction, 
this crown of life, but it was only through Christ 
that it was made clear. He illuminated life and im- 
mortality through the Gospel and pointed man to a 
place where he might and would find all his difficulties 
solved and all his yearnings realized. 

But this is not all Christ came to do. To reveal 
God in all his purity, to reveal man in all his iniquity, 
to reveal Heaven in all its felicity, is but to tantalize 
us, to mock us, to show our inability: to rid ourselves 
of sin and find God and Heaven. : 

(4) So Christ came to reveal the way to God and 
By his coming he chased the darkness of 
sin away. By his coming he drew back the curtain 
that veiled God from us and showed us the Father. 
By his coming he revealed the way whereby sinners 
may get rid of their sin, may walk on the way to the 
land. of everlasting life and finally reach it. 

So, in the mission that Christ came to fulfill, he is 
the Light of the world. But we now notice 


2. The work he actually accomplished. We have 
seen what he came to do, we shall now see what he 
really did. We have seen what light does,—.t re- 
veals —let us now see what it is. 

(1) Light is free. There is a tax on a great many 
things we use, but there is none on this. Artificial 
lights of all kinds have to be paid for, but. the light 
of the sun is absolutely free. So is it with the blessed 
light of the Gospel,—there is nothing to pay, no 
costly penance, no good works, no self-righteousness ; 
it is perfectly free, free to each, free to all. 

(2) Light is cheerful. The wise man says, “Truly the 
light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to 
behold the sun” (Eccles. 11:7). How much we are all 
affected by the presence or absence of sunshine! How 
thankful we are for sunshine and how different every 
one seems and feels on a bright, warm day! If we were 
entirely debarred from the sight of sunshine for a 
iong time we should more fully appreciate its return. 
Dr. Kane, the Arctic explorer, spent two winters in 
those regions where the sun is not seen for six months 
together. On the first occasion, when the six months 
were over, Dr. Kane climbed up a mountain to catch 
the first glimpses of the welcome beams, and speak- 
ing of it afterward he said, “I nestled in the sunshine 
and felt as though I were bathed in perfumed water.” 
So is it with the Sun of Righteousness, for he scat- 
ters the beams of pardon, of peace, of comfort, of 
hope, filling us with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

(3) Light is universal. From east to west, from 
north to south, there is light, andsthere is no place 
on earth where the sun does not shine at some time 
or another, unless rfian hinders it.. So is it with Christ. 
He is the Light of the world. He is “the true Light, 


which lighteth-every man that cometh into the world” . 


(John 1:9). He is for each and for all, and no one 
need be outside his warmth and brightness unless they 
choose so to be. 

(4) Light is indispensable. The world could not 
do without it. Life depends on it. Vegetable, animal, 
human life, afl need light for preservation. Growth 
depends on it. Flowers, plants, trees, all must have 
light in-erder to grow. Beauty depends on it. Com- 
pare a garden in summer at night and in the morning. 





Where would be the beauty but for the light? Safety 
depends on it. Without light man cannot travel, 
and if he tried it he would quickly come to grief. 
All this is true of things spiritual. Our spiritual 
life, our spiritual growth, our moral beauty, our daily 
safety, depend on Christ, the Light of the world. 

Thus we see something of the meaning of this 
striking statement, “I am the light of the world.” In 
the work he came to do, in the work he has really 
done, it is really, it is fully, it is absolutely true, — 
Christ is the Light.of the world. 


Il. A Splendid Promise 


“He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, 
“but shall have the light of life.” 

1. Darkness. What is it? 

(1) The darkness of sin. This is what Isaiah meant 
when he spoke of darkness covering the earth “and 
gross darkness the people.” This is what Matthew 
and Luke meant by “them that sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death.” This is what our Lord meant 
when he referred to the “power of darkness.” Dark- 
ness is a most fitting emblem of sin, for it includes 
mental darkness, — not understanding God’s truth, the 
god of this world having blinded man’s mental eyes; 
moral darkness, — being unable to live and act aright; 
and spiritual darkness,—there being a black cloud 
between man and the most holy ; 

(2) The mists of sorrow. Sorrow of all kinds and 
for all ages and stations of life, sorrow through sick- 
ness, through poverty, through death, arises from sin. 
Crossing the Atlantic on one occasion, I met a man 
who in the course of conversation said, pointing to 
his beard: “Do you see these gray hairs? I did 
not have one three years ago, until I lost an only 
daughter, the pride Ps our life. She was happily mar- 
ried, had a beautiful home, and everything that prom- 
ised a long and useful life, when, in an hour or so, 
she was stricken down and taken. My life and my 
wife’s have not been the same since. Now,” said he, 
“why is it that she should have been taken while 
there are scores of vile wretches in every city who 
would be only too glad to die?” 

I could enly answer: “I do not know yet. Our 
life here is often like groping our way through a 
dark tunnel, but there will be light at the end.” Truly 
the mists of sorrow lie heavily on mankind. 

(3) The fogs of doubt. Doubts and difficulties hang 
like fogs over many. They cannot understand this, 
they are perplexed about that. They ask why, and 
endeavor to fight theiz way through the darkness. 

To those troubled by each of these three, — sin, 
sorrow, and doubt —comes the promise of the text, 
that they shall haye 


2. The Light of life. Yes, whatever be the dark- 
ness of sin, Christ can chase it away. Whatever be 
the mists of sorrow, Christ can pierce through the 
gloom. Whatever be the fogs of doubt, Christ can 
lift and disperse them and give to all the Light of 
life. We have already seen something of this Light, 
but for our help let us dwell on it a little more fully. 

(1) It is always available. For many obvious rea- 
sons, we cannot always have the sun, but we can 
always have’ Christ. We need not be in the dark 
unless we want to be, for he is ever near and ready 
to guide. 

(2) It is all-sufficient. At every step of our jour- 
ney in life there are Alifficulties and dark passages, 
but Christ will be f6und sufficient. There are no 
possible circumstances in which his grace is not suffi- 
cient for us. : 

(3) It is inextinguishable. Other lights pale and 
the sun itself will one day rise no more. But “this 
God is our God for ever and ever.” “Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” He 
who illumined the lives of Abel, Enoch, Moses, David, 
Paul, and John, lights up the lives of God’s children 
now. Men may try, as they have tried in the past, 
to put out this Light, but they may as well try to 
dry up the ocean. Steadily through the centuries, 
this Light has been shining; brighter and brighter 
have been its beams, and today they are brighter 
than ever. 3 

This, then, is the Light of our life, always avail- 
able, all-sufficient and inextinguishable.. Well may the 
apostle call it God’s “marvellous light”! But we 
have not exhausted the teaching of the text. In 
addition to its striking statement about Christ and its 
splendid promise from him, we have 


Ill. A Simple Condition 3 
“He that followeth me—” Although Christ is thé 


Light of the world, it is not every one who enjoys- 


that Light; it is only those who follow Christ. It 
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hecomes us, therefore, to inquire what it means to 
<ollow Christ, so that we may not miss the blessing. 
It means to trust and obey. 


1. We must. believe in the Light. 

“While ye have the light, believe in the light, that 
ye may be .the children of light” (John 12: 36). Just 
as in order to enjoy natural light we must put our- 
selves where the light is, so to enjoy Christ’s spiritual 
light, we must turn our hearts toward him. We must 
surrender ourselves to him and by repentance unbolt 
the doors and open the shutters of our lives to him, 
Then his light will soon penetrate into us and chase 
the darkness of sin away. Then shall we become in 
the apostle’s expressive words, “children of light.” 


2. We must walk in the Light. 

Not only, by trusting, must we once get into the 
Light, but we must go on trusting and go on obeying 
and thus keep in the Light. Thus we shall be follow- 
ing Christ fully, trusting in him as our Saviour and 
obeying him as our Master, and so have the “Light 
of life.” 

How, therefore, is it with us? Are we fulfilling 
this condition of following Christ? Are we believing 
and walking in him? Mark how personal it is,— 
“he” and “me.” It is between the individual and Christ. 
It is not “he that followeth man” or “the church,” 
but “Christ.” Is ther¢ anything in our lives that we 
are afraid to bring to the light? “This is the con- 
demnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their ‘déeds 
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved” (John 3:19, 20). “This then is the mes- 
sage which we have heard of him, and declare unto 
you, that God is light, and in him is no -darkness at 
all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth” (1 
John 1:5, 6). There is no middle path. Just as in 
some lands there is no twilight, so it is in things spir- 
itual, We are eifher in darkness or in the light. Are 
we, by some sin, shutting out the light and closing 
the door to Christ? Are we afraid that if he comes 
in he will show us Something that we must clear away, 
just as a man who wants to sleep covers his windows 
with thick curtains to keep out the light? We may 
sleep on if we will, but there will come a terrible 
awakening soon, and it is to avoid that that we should 
heed the words of God, “Awake thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light” (Eph. 5:14). 

Let us see to it, too, that we ever keep in the light 
and that nothing comes between us and it. A _ small 
speck in the eye may causé blindness; a small coin 
in front of the eye will hide the light of the sun. One 
sin will hide Christ from us, and therefore is it neces- 
sary for us to walk in the light as he is in the light, 
when we shall find the blood of Jesus ever cleansing 
from all sin. Then, whatever else comes, all will be 
well. Darkness may come, but we shall be able to 
say, “When I sit in darkness, the Lord shalt be a 
light unto me” (Mic. 7:8). Every cloud will have 
its bow of hope, and even though for a time “men see 
not the bright light which is in the clouds . .. the 
wind passeth, and cleanseth them” (Job 37:21). The 
man who shuts himself up in the darkness of sin and 
is imglifferent to the Light of the world, does not know 
wha* he is missing. Amid all the shadows of life we 
may have the consciousness of the reality of Jesus 
Christ and his nearness and his sufficiency. Although 
the Christian has many things to oppress him, yet he 
goes on, saying, “The Lord is my light and my sal- 
vation; whom then shall I fear?” (Psa. 27:1.) In 
spite of everything he finds it blessedly true that “the 
path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18). 
Then the Lord will be his “everlasting light” (Isa. 
66:19), for he will enter the city of which it is said, 
“The city had no need of the stun, neither of the moon 
to shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof” (Rev. 21: 23). “Come 
ye, aid let us walk in the light of the Lord” (Isa. 
2:5). 


Walk in the light and thou shalt find 
Thy heart made truly His 

Who dwells in cloudless light enshrined 
In whom no darkness is. 


\ 
Walk in the light and thou shalt own 
Thy darkness passed away, 
Because that light hath on thee shone 
In which is perfect day. 


Walk in the light, so shalt thou know 
That fellowship of love 

His Spirit only can bestow 
Who reigns in light above. 


Walk in the light and e’en the tomb 
No fearful shade shall wear, 

Glory shall chase away its gloom 
For~Christ hath conquered there. 


Walk in the light, thy path shall be 
Peaceful, serene. and bright, 

For God, by grace, shall dwell in thee 
And God himself is light. 
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Keeping the Gospel Fire Burning 
in Dublin 


66 A LIVING center of undenominational evangelism” 

is a phrase that has aptly been used to describe 
the city of Dublin (Ireland) Y. M. C. A. Founded 
eighty-one years ago on the. old spiritual principles 
of the movement, the Dublin Y. M. C. A. has con- 
tinued steadfast in a definite, soul-winning ministry, 
while many other Y. M. C. A.’s have gone far afield, 
to the virtual abandonment of all that their name 
stands for. j 

Sunpay Scuoot Times readers will recall the story 
of this remarkable Dublin organization that appeared 
in the Trmes of August 23, 1930: ere it was told 
how, in a city where -the Protestant population is 
only fourteen’ percent, the old» Gospel is Still preached 
with’ its old-time power, and hundreds of young peo- 
ple attend regularly and many haye been saved and 
transformed. . 

But the Association’s former premises were de- 
stroyed by fire during the fighting in 1922. The pres- 
ent quarters, although spacious, were ntt designed to 
be used as a Y. M, C. A., and are therefore unsuit- 


‘able and inadequate. Extensive alteraticns have now 


become necessary. The work of reconstruction and 
adaptation will cost not less than $50,000 for bare 
necessities, without any elaborations. 

Dr. E. J. Pace, the well-known cartoonist of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times, who visited Dublin last year 
writes to the workers: 


“Your desire for the urgently needed remodeling 
of your Y. M. C. A. building in Dublin awakens 
deep sympathy in-me, and I would that many thou- 
sands of my friends here in America might do what 
I propose ‘to do,—lend material support. 

“When-T recall those happy two weeks spent in 
the Dublin Y. M. C. A., the climax of four happy 
months spent: in the British Isles, when I bring 
back to my memory that fine bunch of Irish huskies, 
wholesomely clean, radiantly aggressive in their 
witnessing for Christ, when I see again that nightly 
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throng of 1,500 to 2,000 persons eager for the Gos- 
pel, I thrill again to my finger tips. 

“I am frank to say I never saw a Y. M. C, A. 
like that of yours. . It stands out in contrast with 
Y. M. C. A.’s on this side of ‘the water painfully 
to our discredit. Here it seems that in the inverse 
fatio of splendid, costly, physical equipment, the 
spiritual objectives for which the ‘Y’ was originally 
founded are sadly relegated far into the background, 
and in some places are almost apologized for. 

“There in Dublin in an old building, never in- 
tended to serve as a Y. M. C. A., with equipment 
approaching shabbiness, you have carried on mag- 
nificently. As I looked about me and saw the utter 
want of equipment, I marveled at the mighty draw- 
ing power of the Gospel, which alone attracts and 
holds’ that splendid group of militant Christian 
young men. 

“T_do hope you will realize in the near, very near 
fyture, your modest requirement of $50,000 for the 
much needed remodeling of your building in order 
that your work so splendidly carried on these eighty 
odd years may expand widely while diminishing 
nought of the fervent spirit of evangelism that 
makes the Dublin ‘Y’ stand out in splendid lone- 
liness. God bless you in your undertaking.” 


Will you help to keep the Gospel fire burning in 
Dublin? The earnest prayer fellowship of believers 
is coveted, and their financial support of this expand- 
ing, soul-winning ministry is prayerfully sought by 
those in charge of the work. 

Copies of the Annual Report and other literature 
may be had from the General Secretary, Captain 
Reginald Wallis, Y. M. C. A., Lower Abbey Street, 
Dublin. Captain Wallis is now in America where God 
is markedly using him in Christian conferences, such 
as those held at America’s Keswiek. Until September 
30, he may be addressed care of Extension Depart- 
ment, Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chi- 
cago. Gifts for the work may be sent either to Cap- 
tain Wallis at one of the above addresses, or to the 
Honorable Treasurer, Y. M. A., Lower Abbey 
Street, Dublin. 








How his thirst was quenched in 
: an unex way 





vere 


Chico’s Bottle Stopper 


By Elvira M. Townsend, central Ace nen Mission 





———— 








HICO was one of. the victims held in horrible 

bondage under the power of drink. He was 
nominally a Catholic, living in Guatemala, Central 
America. One day as he went to the saloon for 
liquor he noticed that the bartender put a new kind 
of stopper in the bottle. On arriving home, in curi- 
osity he tried to straighten out this sheet of paper 
which had been crumpled up and used as a cork. He 
began reading the words that were found on this page. 
Ah, this was something new to poor Chico, who for 
so many years had been such a slave under the power 
of the wicked one. Yes, he was having a drink of 
the Water of Life, and for the first time in his life 
he was receiving a satisfying draught. He sought out 
a man who could tell him mofe about these wonderful 
words, and he found new. life in the Lord Jesus. 
That sheet of God’s Word wrought the marvel of 
making Chico a new creation, and he had passed from 
death unto life. Even a beer-bottle stopper can do 
the work when it is God’s Word. 

Juan is an Indian of the Cakchiquel tribe. of Guate- 
mala, and lives in the town of Acatenango. He is 
one of the few Indians who are fortunate enough 
not only to understand the Spanish language but also 
to be able to read. A colporteur one day handed him 
a Gospel. He immediately accepted the booklet, think- 
ing, “Why, these sheets are just the right size to 
use in. rolling my tobacco to make cigarettes.” Day 
by day one sheet after another of this precious Book 
was burned up as the lad would smoke his cigarettes. 
However, before the entire Gospel was destroyed he 
remembered that the colporteur had told him that this 
was God’s Word. He thought, “If this is God’s 
Word I really ought to look into it and see what God 
has to say.” He had seated himself on a rock along 
the roadside; had rolled a cigarette, and while puffing 
away began to read, yes, to read words of life, words 
of power, words sharper than any two-edged sword. 
His heart was prepared by the Holy. Spirit to receive 
the message. e had never before*heard such words, 
and he decided he must know more about it. These, 
no doubt, were words taught by the foreign devils, 
whom indeed he had always been warned of as being 
such dangerous people. But no wickedness could be 
found in these words. The result was that before 
long he was brought in contact with a Gospel mes- 
senger who fully explained the Way’ of Salvation, 
and Juan was gloriously saved. Juan could then say, 
“I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil” 
(Psa. 119: 162). 

One day two colporteurs were intending to pass 


me 


hurriedly through the town of Fraijanes. It was cold, 
being early in the morning, and at an altitude of 
about 7,000 feet above sea level. The colporteurs 
had a full program ahead; they were starting out 
with the purpose of distributing Gospel literature 
throughout a large part of Guatemala and Salvador. 
In passing a woman who was talking to a cartman on 
the street in Fraijanes, one of the colporteurs thought: 
“Well, no use giving her a tract. No doubt she can- 
not read, anyway.” But just as these thoughts were 
passing through ‘his mind the woman looked up at him 
with rather an inquiring look on her face, so the col- 
porteur asked if she would like to receive a pamphlet 
containing some of God’s Word. 

“Yes,” she said, “if you will come into my home 
and explain it to me, for I cannot read.” 

What joy to the colporteur not only to read the 
tract but to explain God’s glorious plan of salvation! 
Lunch time came and a bargain was made that a 
noon meal, consisting of tortillas; black beans, and 
coffee be-given in exchange for a New Testament. 
This hungry soul was so eager to hear more and more 
of the message which was then and there taking root 
in soil. prepared by the Lord himself. After lunch 
both she and her daughter definitely yielded themselves 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, acknowledging him as their 
personal Saviour: 

The woman then requested that prayer be offered 
for her husband, who she said was a very wicked 
man. The colporteur was not only led to pray for 
the husband: but also that that home might become 
a meeting place and that souls might be won for 
Christ there.. A year later the. following interesting 
story was told from the lips of this dear woman: 

“Little did the colporteur realize that day when 
handing me the tract what the actual conditions were 
in our home. Our cow had strayed away that morn- 
ing. My husband in terrible anger blamed me for 
having lost the cow, and said ing a most emphatic 
voice that if the cow was not found by evening he 
would surely kill me. Knowing him as I did, I full 
well realized that he was capable of carrying out his 
threat. What to do was the question in my mind. 
As I was talking over the matter with a cartman, a 
colporteur passed by giving’ me the message of the 
God of Light. Never shall I forget the peace that 
filled my soul as I heard for the first time of Jesus’ 


love for me, and as I then and there yielded my life 


to him- All fear of what my husband might do left 
me. I committed all to Him. My husband came home 
in the evening without having found the cow, and 
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Lesson for August 9 


wretchedly drunk... The. first thing to catch his eye 
was that red Testament lying on the table. He picked 
it up with curses on his. lips. To my amazement, how- 
ever, he quietly sat: down. and began: to. read until his 
drunken stupor passed away. After .a couple of hours, 
without even having had a thought of eating, he looked 
up and in a most sober manner inquired where that 
Book had come from and where he might learn.more 
about. it. I told him that the colporteur had _men- 
tioned that a Gospel.service would be held in the town 
of Barbarena the following Sunday. He went to the 
‘meeting -and returned home that Sunday evening a 
man such.as I had never known him before, —a child 
of God, bern again.” ‘ 


This sister further told how God had used her hus- 


band in leading 126 baptized believers to the Lord dur- 
ing the year, to say nothing of many other Christians 
who had not been baptized as yet. Surely God had 
answered. prayer in behalf of that home -far -beyond 
any expectations of man. _ : ; : 

“There is nothing too hard for thee”. (Jer. 32: 17). 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my. feet, and a light unto 
my path” (Psa. 119: 105). 

“In his word do I hope” (Psa. 130:5). 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Scripture Portions as School Textbooks 
By Lillian G. Galloway 


And that froma child thou hast known the 
holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
anto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus (2 Tim. 3:15). : 


Y KEEN interest in teaching Bible to little chil- 

dren was intensified by the following incident. 

My job was teaching the Kindergarten-Primary in, 

‘a large public school. They were splendid children, 

‘worked hard, and “we were all very happy. Every 

morning we had Scripture, songs, and a prayer. The 
children reyverently said: 


Father, I thank Thee for the night, 
And for the pleasant _morning ligt; 
For rest, and food, and loving care, 
And all that makes our world so fair. 
Help us to do the things we should; 
To be to others kind and good; 
In all we do, in work or play, 
To grow more loving every day. 


And so the work went well, for God helped each 
one of-us. 

Then one noon, the superintendent, an avowed 
Atheist, came into our schoolroom before the a‘ter- 
noon session and: said to me, “Miss G—, you have. no 
right to have your children repeat that prayer.” 

That ‘sentence fired in me every atom of loyalty to 
Jesus Christ. I looked him straight in the eye, and 
answered: “Mr. S—, so long as no one but you 
objects, the childrem will continue to repeat that 
prayer!” 

He knew, and I knew, that the parents were with 
me. -Nothing more was said. But the next autumn, 
when his two little children were going to enter 
school, this same man came to me and said: “I 
want my children to come to you, I want them under 
your influence.” 

Seeing the drift in public school work, and wanting 
to be free to teach Bible verses to my scholars, I 
went into mission school work in the southern motin- 
tains, at twenty dollars a month. We were far from 
a railroad, and I had three grades to teach, besides 
other duties. The children had no Bibles. The first 
thing was to get the Scriptures into the hands of 
those who could read even a little. I believe the 
Lord suggested this plan to me: FEvery student who 
learned the multiplication tables perfectly, even to 
skipping about intelligently, would thus earn a ccpy 
of the Scriptures. Well! I thought that perhaps a 
half dozen would respond. To my surprise the whole 
school wanted to learn, and earn, and the parents 
began helping their children in good earnest. Even 
the litilest ones insisted on some plan by which they 
could get a book, and memory work gave them a 
chance to earn copies of the Book of John. Many 
Testaments and Bibles had to be provided, and the 
children were full of glee over my aston'shment. The 
arithmetic lessons were greatly speeded up. Spélling, 
writing, reading lessons, and Scripture memory work, 
came joyously forth from the little books of John, 
the New Testaments, and the Bibles. The Word of 
God went into the homes. Y 

In another Southern state; in the mountains, there 
had never been provided a place for the Primary 
Department of the school, The teacher suggested 
the first morning that “as we have no Primary build- 
ing, we will pray one through!” The liitle folks be- 
came interested in learning Bible verses, and in “see- 
ing what God would de if children asked him to do 
it.” Their school work advanced in quality; much 
‘Scripture was learned, and the parents became inter- 
ésted in hearing about the children “trying to pray 
up a school building.’’ . 

Long before the rest of the school knew what was 





‘books were 
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going on, the Primary Department quietly made many 
trips to the proposed site, formed a circle, and every 
one in it repeated in turn: “Father, I thank you 
for the school building you are going to give us!” 
Needless .to say God gave us tuat Primary build- 
ing! The architect took the teacher’s plans, used 
them with very little change, and gave his services, 
Before the building was ready a large number of new 
given; also much “Educational’ Busy 
Work”; a new oil stove, for lunches; window cur- 
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taining; money for the blackboards,—all these God 
sent the children who prayed, learned the Scriptures, 
and believed in his Word! All had given their hearts 
to the Lord Jesus.. The schoolroom was quiet, and 
the children worked hard, because God was with 
them. 

These are a few incidents of how God honors the 
study of his Word by children, and works in and for 
them. 

Mr. Airy, GA. 








Son at College 








Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 


7. Taking Sides 
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Skylight Farm. 
Dear Boy 0’ Mine: 

Your last two letters read like a two part serial, 

and I find them intensely interesting. The first, writ- 
ten right after the soul: clinic conducted by Dr. Shailer 
Matthews at the student center, sounded about as 
lonely and discouraged as Elijah’s lament in the wil- 
derness, “I, even I only, am left.” From your account 
I was inclined to accept your appraisal of the situa- 
tion and to believe that you were perhaps the only 
one in the company that refused to accept him as an 
authority in things spiritual. When you said that 
you were to lead the Young People’s Meeting the 
next Sunday evening and intended to state your con- 
victions there about the questions that had been dis- 
cussed, I took the matter upon my heart and prayed 
most. earnestly that you might be led of the Spirit. 
How delightful it was; then, to learn from your second 
letter that even in that little group the Lord has 
his blessed remnant who are not to be blown out of 
_ course by polished rhetoric and specious philos- 
ophy. 
When you wrote that Dr. Matthews was to be 
the speaker at the regular monthly vesper service my 
heart sank and I wondered, as I have wondered so 
often, why it is that the speakers at these rather infre- 
quent spiritual feasts provided for the students by our 
State institutions of learning seem almost, if not quite, 
invariably to be men famous for their rhetorical charm 
and infamous for their agnosticism: It was with-seme 
faint satisfaction I heard earlier in the year that cer- 
tain older people rose and left the room in protest 
when, at one of these vesper services, Dr. Crane spoke 
slightingly of the cross; but no amount of protest 
could undo the injury such a man can work upon 
the hearts and minds of young people who are in that 
critical questioning stage of their religious experi- 
ence. I wish I were a person of sufficient influence 
to demand that at least an equal hearing be granted 
to men sound in the faith and every whit as scholarly 
as Dr. Matthews with his “scientific method,” his 
“experimental laboratory,” his God who is not a Father 
that pitieth his children but only an “inescapable force 
like gravitation.” 

I lived over with you your dismay at the trend 
things took in that intimate, close-up discussion among 
the group that gathered round the fireplace after the 
more formal service. It was like watching a tragedy, 
yourself a helpless bystander. There was the beautiful, 
earnest-faced girl you have been observing for months 
as she faced these same momentous questions and tried 
to find an adequate answer; the freshman boy, evi- 
dently from a soundly Christian home ‘because he was 
familiar with the phraseology of. Spirit-taught be- 
lievers, but himself bewildered and adrift. I sensed 
the heartsick resentment you felt when, in response 
to their question_as to how one might reconcile the 
Genesis story and the findings of modern science, the 
great man replied, “That’s an easy one. It can’t be 
done;” and then in his brilliant, fascinating way pro- 
ceeded to tell them the creation story- in his own 
words, making. it only a lovely allegory with an 
ethical teaching, going on to do the same with other 
vital Biblical narratives, reaching: his climax in the 
Tale of the Man of Galilee, and closing with the ex- 
hortation that they follow the Jesus way of li‘e, offer- 
ing the assurance that if they succeed all will be well 
hereafter, if. they fail God, the Inescapabie ‘force, 
must one day be reckoned with. Blind leaders of 
awe 3 youth and a yawning pit around a bend in _the 
road! 

I can well understand the shiver of apprehension 
with which you stood up before some of the same 
group on last Sunday evening to voice what you felt 
to be a very feeble and inefficient protest against such 
teaching.. You and I may be as solid as old Gibraltar 
in our convictions, but we have not the gift of tongues 
or the ability to weave silver sophistries. We have 
to lean hard upon that strength: that is made perfect 
in weakness. I can imagine just how you felt when, 
as you announced that you wanted to register your 
protest against nearly everything that Dr. Matthews 
had said, a tiny, but perfectly audible gasp went round 
the room. You felt that they thought you guilty of 
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one of those impossible things that just..simply aren’t 
done. It must have been a most delightful surprise 
when so many of the group came round: after the 
session and told you that they agreed with you. 

I am decidedly of the same .mind as you, namely, 
that it was worth while to take your stand against 
false teaching even though every one present might 
have felt as you did. That sort of poison is so insid- 
ious. We may feel at the time that it has not influ- 
enced us, but if every one keeps silent about it we 
have a way of reverting to it with less and less daver- 


sion. The next time we hear it we wonder if perhaps. 
we are subject to prejudice and intolerance. I used 
to feel that the truth would vindicate itself. “Truth 


crushed to earth—” you know. And I was wearied 
and repelled by the insistence with which certain Fun- 
damentalists quoted Jude’s injunction to contend ear- 
nestly for the faith once for all delivered. I am 
still compelled to admit with regret that there are 
some apparently over-zealous contenders who seem to 
have forgotten certain weightier requirements of the 
law of love, such as justice and mercy. But no intelli- 
gent believer in the Bible as the very Word of God 
who has had his eyes open to the signs of the times 
fer the past few years, no matter how secure his con- 
fidence that “the anvil is bound to wear the hammer 
out,” can fail to see the imperative need for taking a 
positive, unequivocal stand on the side of the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the lack of clear, convinc- 
ing. pronouncement from so many pulpits, the tendency 
of so many ministers of the Gospel to temporize and 
compromise, to appear broad and tolerant, that has sent 
thousands of young people out from Christian homes 
into a pagan society utterly unprepared for the dan- 
gers they must encounter. The criminal lack of a 
teaching ministry is as much to blame for the bewil- 
derment and cynicism of youth toward. spiritual truth 
today as is the propaganda of unbelief. You and-I 
know that to be true from watching the growth in 
grace of the young people in our own fortunate little 
church. It would be hard to put anything. false over 
on those young folk who have been warned of the 
danger and have had their understanding opened that 
they might understand the Scripture. No one who 
has fed in the green pastures is going to be keen for 
chaff and sawdust no matter how attractively it may 
be served. 

The longer I live and the more extensively and 
intensively I observe the tendencies of the day the 
more I tremble to see young people sent away to school 
before the soul’s armor has been well set to their 
hearts, and the more so since, year after year, the 
smaller Christian colleges are being closed for lack 
of support. Small chance of spiritual contacts in the 
great universities unless the students have learned to 
seek them for themselves. A mother complained to 
me not long ago that her son had lost at college “what 
little faith’ he had.” That told the story. He-had 
need of a vital faith ever to withstand the testings of 
college life. 

I wish I could impress upon the minds of all young 
folk who have that valuable asset which some one 
styles a genuine “intellectual curiosity” the rather 
startling fact which I have reason to think you appre- 
ciate, that intellectual brilliance and acumen. does not 
of itself equip anyone to discern and impart spiritual 
truth, to find or to point out the way home to God. 
That fact seems to be due to a merciful provision 
of our heayenly Father who, knowing how many sim- 
ple and ignorant. folk there would be in all the ages, 
chose to hide these things from the. wise and under- 
standing and reveal them unto babes, that thenceforth 
the wise and understanding must receive the things of 
the Spirit upon the same terms as the rest of us. The 
world in its wisdom has forgotten this fact and so lost 
the key to the kingdom. That is why they have now 
taken to seeking after God by the “scientific method,” 
the while “the hungry sheep look up, and are not fed.” 
Hold fast, my son, the form of sound words which 
thou hast heard. But more than that, be ready at 
all times to give a reason for your allegiance and to 
hold out a steadying hand to the one who stumbles” 
and gropes. 

Your Movuer. 










































































































































































































































































































































































































* 





ith lao LA pts. loan Cy agp AOA, Ao mangle en, Sy 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


JULY 25, 1931 











help reser 


. “s ~ : % Sethe aie es a Rm 





LESSON 6.. AUGUST 9. SAUL CONVERTED AND COMMISSIONED 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 9 : 1-31; 22: 3-21; Galatians 1: 11-17; 1 Timothy 1: 12-17 


Golden Text.—I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.—Acts 26 : 19 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is Acts 9: 1-9, 17-19; 1 Tim. 1 : 12-14 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the dis- 
ciples of the Lord, went unto the high 
priest, 

2 And desired of him letters to Damas- 
cus to the synagogues, that if he found any 
of this way, whether they were men or 
women, he might bring them bound unto 
Jerusalem. i 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near 
Damascus: and suddenly there shined 
round about him a light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard 
a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? 

5 And he said,/Who art thou, Lord? 
And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks. 

6 And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou-have me to do? And 
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into 
the city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do. 

7 And the men which journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but 
seeing no man. 

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and 
when his eyes were opened, he saw no 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 9: 1 But Saul, yet breathing threat- 
ening and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 
and asked of him letters to Damascus unto 
the synagogues, that if he found any that 
were of the Way, whether men or women, 
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3 And as he journeyed, it came to pass 
that he drew nigh unto Damascus: and 
suddenly there shone round about him a 
light out of heaven: 4 and he fell upon 
the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And 
he said, I am Jesus whom thou perse- 
cutest: 6 but rise, and enter into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must 
do. 7 And the men that journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing the ? voice, 
but beholding no man. 8 And Saul arose 
from the earth; and when his eyes were 
opened, he saw nothing; and they led him 
by the hand, and brought him into Damas- 


Kinc JAMES VERS:ON 
man: but they led him by the hand, and 


“brought him into Damascus. 


9 And he was three days without sight, 
and neither did eat nor drink. 


17, And Ananias went his way, and en- 
tered into the house; and putting his hands 
on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way 
as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost. 

18 And immediately there fell from his 
eyes as it had been scales: and he received 
sight forthwith, and arose, and was bap- 
tized. . 

19 And when he had received meat, he 
was strengthened. Then was Saul certain 
dzys with the disciples which were at Da- 
mascus. 


1 Tim. 1: 12 And I thank Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that 
he counted me faithful, putting me into 
the ministry ; 

13 Who was before a blasphemer, and 
a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained 
omer because I did it ignorantly in unbe- 

ef. 

14 And the grace of our/Lord was ex- 
ceeding abundant with faith.and love which 
is in Christ Jesus. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
cus. 9 And he was three days without 
sight, and did neither eat nor drink. 


17 And Ananias departed, and entered 
into the house; and laying his hands on 
him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Jesus, who appeared unto thee in the way 
which thou camest, hath sent me, that 
thou mayest receive thy sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 18 And 
straightway there fell from his eyes as it 
were scales, and he received his sight; 
and he arose and was baptized; 19 and he 
took food and was strengthened. 


1 Tim. 1: 12 I thank him that ? enabled 
me, even Christ Jesus our Lord, for that 
he counted me faithful, appointing me to 
his service; 13 though I was before a blas- 
phemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: 
howbeit I obtained mercy, because I did 
it ignorantly in unbelief; 14 and the grace 
of our Lord abounded exceedingly with 
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 


2 Or, sound. * Some ancient author- 
ities read enableth. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


The’ Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Historical Setting 


HE conversion of Saul took place some little 
whileafter“the death of Stephen. The data for 
determining the date of this martyrdom are 
very incomplete. Ramsay allows a margin of three 
years from A. D. 30 te-@3. Probably we are justified 
in saying that these tw6 events both occurred within 
three years of our Lord’s ascension. 


The Practical Aim 


To awaken your pupils to a sense of Christ’s call 
and to show them that that call is ultimately a call 
to service. 


‘Jerse by Verse 

Acts 9:1.—Saul, yet breathing out. Strictly, the 
combined verb means “breathing in” rather than 
“breathing out.” Threatenings and slaughter were 
the very breath of his life at that time. Compare, 
‘for the idea, James Montgomery’s well-known hymn, 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital . breath, 
The. Christian’s native air. 


The high priest. This would be, at that time, The- 
ophilus, ‘brother and successor to Jonathan, who suc- 
ceeded Caiaphas. 


Verse 2.—Damascus. This city lies about one 
hundred and fifty miles northeast of Jerusalem. It 
is one of the oldest cities in the world. It stands in 
a remarkably fertile plain that is watered by the 
Barada, or Abana (2 Kings 5:12). The plain is on 
the direct line of traffic between Tyre and the East. 
The first mention of Damascus in the Bible is Genesis 
14:15. It was taken by David, but lost by Solomon. 
It was the capital of a great Syrian power until it 
was captured by Tiglath-pileser (2 Kings 16:9) in 
740 B. C. When Saul visited Damascus it was in 
possession of Aretas (2 Cor. 11:32), an Arabian 
prince, tributary to the Romans. This man was prob- 
ably favorable to Jewish authority. Damascus was 
taken A. D. 634 by the Mohammedan Arabs, and be- 
came the metropolis of the Mohammedan world. It 


still has one hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants. 


This way. Literally, “the Way.” Disciples were 
men of the Way. The Lord Jesus had said, “I am 
the way” (John 14:6). And the way of life for the 
Christian is just following him. Similar figures of 
speech are used of various religions and philosophical 
systems. 

Verse 3.—As he journeyed. The journey from Jeru- 
salem was probably made by way of Neapolis 
(Sichem) and Scythopolis. The time on the jour- 
ney would be from five to six days. 

A light from heaven. The Uetails that are given 
entirely cut away all ground from any attempt to 
explain away the appearance as having been lightning. 


& bd b 4 ® 


The plain inference from the narrative is that it was 
a bright noon in the full splendor of the eastern sun. 

Verse 5.—It is hard for thee. The portion between 
these words and “the Lord said unto him” in verse 
6 must undoubtedly be omitted here in accordance with 
highest manuscript authority. They come in with 
quite unquestioned authority in 26:14 and 22:10, and 
we must bring them in to complete this narrative 
just as early copyists have done. 


Verse 7.—Hearing a voice. Compare 22:9 where 
it says, “They heard not the voice.” This is a seem- 
ing contradiction that has troubled many earnest 
souls, but the contradiction is in the English trans- 
lation only. The verb “to hear” in Greek governs 
two different cases, the genitive. and the accusative. 
In 22:9 the word “voice” is in the accusative case. 
Here in 9:7 it is in the genitive. The meaning of 
the two cases in this instance is quite plain and sim- 
ple. The men who were with Paul heard the sound 
but they did not hear the sense. 


Verse 17—Ananias. Nothing certain is known of 
this man except the brief mention of him in Acts. 

Brother Saul. By this word Ananias intimates that 
he knows that the whilom persecutor has passed from 
death unto life. He is henceforth one of the house- 
hold of faith. 

The Lord, even Jesus. The addition of the word 





- “The Heavenly Vision 
By Amos R. Wells 


fh» vision was a fearful thing; it came with 
lightning glare, with darts of dread omnipotence 
that hurtled through the ait, a thing of might, a 
thing of wrath, a thing of fierce despair: yet Paul— 
** not disobedient’ was he. The vision was amaz- 
ing, it could not be foreseen; it cut across Paul’s 
former life with sickle sharp and clean; it beat 
against Paul’s conscience, no bar to intervene: yet 
Paul—‘‘not disobedient’? was he. The vision 
was reversing all the past that Paul had known, his 
every thought and purpose was shazply overthrown; 
his life all false and ugly unsparingly was shown: » 
yet Paul —‘‘ nor disobedient’’ was he. The vision 
pointed onward to a future grim and stark, an un- 
tried path, old friendships lost, a new, perplexing 
mark, a road that wound through perils to an issue 
drear and dark: yet Paul — ‘‘ not disobedient '’ was 
he. For Christ had been discovered, the Christ all 
new and glad, the Christ bestowing all of good that 
mortal ever had, the Christ with whom ne follower 
was ever weak or sad: so Paul — ‘‘ not disobedient” 
was he. And we may see the vision, for it is sent 
to us, all shining as it was to Paul, supremely glori- 
ous. What reck we toil or foe or fear or decades 
perilous, if qwe ‘‘ not disobedient’ shall be? 











“even” rather spoils this verse. The risen and glori- 
fied Jesus is the Lord Jesus. Nothing is more remark- 
able than the fact that these strict Jewish monotheists 
found no difficulty at once in according this divine title 
to their risen and ascended Master. 


1 Tim. 1:12—Who hath enabled me. The Lord 
Jesus gives his own enabling grace to his servant, and 
then reckons him faithful. The faithfulness that comes 
from the Lord’s own grace he reckons to the credit 
of his servant. 

Putting me into the ministry. Note (1) that “put- 
ting” is the present participle implying ‘a process that 
is still going on, (2) “Ministry” is a word that had 
already become technicalized, I suppose, by the time 
this Epistle was written. It is helpful also to remem- 
ber the non-technical meaning. _We might translate 
the verse, quite literally, “appointed him to the serv- 
ice.” And that is a term which will cover every 
Christian, our children as well as ourselves. 

Verse 13.—I obtained mercy, because I did it igno- 
rantly in unbelief. This clause should lead us to form 
our judgments in all charity, respecting even perse- 
cutors, and if of them then also surely with an even 
wider extension of charity to those generally who lie 
in the ignorance of unbelief, whatever be its cause 
or effects. 


A Lesson Outline 

1. An enlightened understanding. “Who art thou, 
Lord?” 

2. A convicted conscience. “It is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks.” ‘ 

g. A surrendered will. “Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?” 

Golden Topics . 

1. Christ as sovereign. He has all resources in 
Heaven and on earth at his disposal. Here he uses 
two. The one supernatural — the heavenly light. The 
other natural—the disciple Ananias. 

2. Christ’s identification with his people. “Why per- 
secutest thou me?” 

3. The obedience of Ananias. In spite of all that 
he knew against Saul ‘he was ready to go to him and 
receive him into the fellowship of Christ’s church. 
Note, too, how the unity of the church was pre- 
served by this means. Paul had been met by the Lord 
Jesus Christ in a supernatural way; but this was 
not allowed to supersede the necessity for recognition 
bythe representative of the nearest church, or sub- 


mission to the rite of baptism. This may afford an. 


obvious lesson to some of God’s children. If we have 
been favored by some times of special nearness to 
the Lord, there is apt to be a temptation to think 
that we can. neglect the ordinary means of grace or 
obligations of church membership. The example of 


ideas. 


5. Christ retains in his own hands the direct appoint- 
ment “of every. worker. He puts every Sunday-school 


Paul may well serve as a corrective to such mistaken’ 
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Lesson for August 9 


teacher into his ministry. If we are not thus omy 
and immediately appointed by our Lord we are wor 

nothing. His appointment is.all of grace... Before 
our conversion we were “injurious” —a. de&cription 
that is terribly wide in its scope— but now the “in- 
jurious,” under Christ’s gracious dealings, are made 
helpful and put to work. But even here remember 
that that appointment of the Lord’s will in normal 
cases be ratified by the church. In all circumstances 
the Christian is to remember that he is part of a 
larger whole, a member of a big family, and that will 
be a wholesome corrective. to pride and self-sufficiency. 


Tunsrivce WELLS, Enc. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an’ Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as.given in the following issue? 


OW many other visions or voices from Heaven have 

been mentioned in The Acts before this one of 
Saul’s? Locate them. 

2. In what respects does the incident of Saul’s con-. 
version give proof of both the deity and the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ? 

3. What was the first evidence of Saul’s complete con- 
version and his new purpose in life? 

4. What was Saul’s first Gospel text? 

- §. What- were the immediate fruits of .Saul’s first 
preaching ? ‘ 

6. Where could one fit Galatians 1: 18-24 into the 
account of Saul’s early Christian life, in Acts 9? 


7. Where did Saul try to preach Christ after his con- 
version and before his commission by the Church to g 
to foreign parts, in Acts 13:2? e 

8. What other two chapters in The Acts must be read 
with this ninth one to get full light upon Saul’s con- 
version ? 

9. Is there Scripture warrant for thinking that the 
death of Stephen was a hidden influence in the heart of 
Saul, unconfessed until afterward, toward his surrender 
to the Lord on the road to Damascus? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions - 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


: € 
Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaL: A police whistle. 











Dp you ever see an auto loaded with young people 

go roaring down the highway, darting around 
other cars, cutting in ahead of others, driving on the 
wrong side of the road, breaking every law of the 
road,—a menace to all? 

Then swiftly a traffic cop flashed by; you watched 
him catch up with them, heard his shrill whistle. 
But the wild car tore on. Then there was a shot 
and a tire popped, and. after drunken careening, the 
car stopped by the side of the road, while every ‘one 
drew a breath of relief. They knew the officer would 
take care of the situation now. 

Almost’ exactly 1900 years ago, a group of men 
rode furiously down the highway from Jerusalem to 
Damascus, breathing out threats: No, they were not 
in an auto, but they were going as fast as horses or 
camels could carry them, to hunt out the Christians 
and kill them. 

And suddenly they were stopped, and fell on their 
faces in the road. No, it was not an officer of the 

_ Jaw, it was a light from Heaven brighter than the 
Syrian y sun, and the voice of God from 
Heaven. 

And when Saul rose from the earth he was blind, 
and he was a prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ for 
life.“ From that moment on his cry was, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” 

And. God made him the apostle to the Gentiles, 

Will you pray for the ‘so-called “flaming youth” of 
America today, that they may be stopped on their 
wild way to destruction by the voice of God? 

Mopesto, Cat. . 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Identifications.—Who art thou, Lord? And 
the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest 


(Acts 9:5). One of the most striking and impressive - 


things in the ministry and mission of our Lord is the 
way he so certainly identifies himself with his own 
people. “Inasmuch.as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Timés 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street; Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 


4 
. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
. July 12.—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
_ Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor. 1: 21-25 
. July 19.—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4 : 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9: 36-39; 2 Cor. 9: 1-18 
. July 26.—Christianity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
s. August 2—Philip’s Missionary Labors...... Acts 8 : 5-40 
6 August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts 9: 1-31; 22: 3-21; Gal. 1: 11-17; 1 Tim. 1: 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson.)........seeeeeees Galatians 6: 1-10 
8. August 23.—A Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 1r >18; 1 Cor. 1 : 23-25 
9. August 30.—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12: 25 to 13:12 
10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13-52; Rom. 1 : 14-16; 11 : 1-24 
11. September 13.—Some Missionary Fxperiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes, 6 : 10-20 
12, September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem. 
Acts 15: 1-35; Gal. a 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia. 
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me” (Matt. 25:40). And again here where the po- 
tentially biggest man in all Jewry is unmistakably 
told that in harrying these despised, humble, very poor 
“Salvation Army,” “Down Town” followers of Christ, 
Mr. Zealous Pharisee was persecuting Him. Never 
was there anything like this in the world before. Al- 
most «unbelievable. That is to say, no matter who 
youare, rich or poor, high or low, if you are one of 
Christ’s you are Him in a certain sense. But a part 
of this statement is a misnomer because all who are 
Christ’s are high and not low, rich and not poor. 
Now don’t all talk at once. Find 2 Corinthians 8:9 
and Philippians 3:14. Every once in a while some 
one breaks into the papers with the statement, “The 
Christian Church does not reach the poor.” As a 
matter of fact, that is just exactly what it has always 
done from the very first, and is doing today. For 
thirty-nine years I have had a Sunday-school in Rock 
Run, a suburb of Coatesville. When I have been 
able to have a family jein up with the church it has 
always prospered and moved down town. When Jesus 
Christ moves in old Mr. Poverty moves out and be- 
comes a “Has Been.” This is why there are no poor 
in the church, when you mean by “poor” the back 
alley and slum. dwellers. “Working people” are not 
poor people. The Christian Church is full of them, 
and all as well dressed and as prosperous looking as 
any. No one can pick out the wage earners from 
the merchants, mill owners, and bankers.. All have 
ups and downs in life, both master and man, mistress 
and maid, but after all we are identified with Him 
and if.we are hurt so is he. Hence the Church of 
Christ is high and rich. 


His Own.—Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, ... 
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost (v. 17). Paul had 
seen Jesus. Jesus had spoken to Saul, and now Saul 
belonged to Jesus. Jesus was looking after Saul and 
using Ananias for the purpose. When Jesus returned 
to his heavenly Home he sent the Holy Ghost. When 
the Holy Ghost speaks to you, touches you, you will 
become a new creation in Christ Jesus, and some serv- 
ant of the Lord Jesus will be employed to look after 
you. When you give yourself to the Lord and tie 
up with him in his Church as you are directed to do 
you can laugh old Mr. Poverty to scorn, or, as the 
boys would say, “Teli old man Poverty where to get 
off,” which, after all, is nét as slangy as it sounds. 
Phat is to say, if old Mr,.Poverty has been “riding” 
you. That all the above are not just Sunday-school- 
lesson platitudes a little investigating will show. In 
the former paragraph I put in my Rock Run Mission 
Sunday School as an exhibit in the case. As I have 
said, when my people come into the church they pros- 
per and move away. My success is my undoing. But 
here’s a happy part up there. In all the years there 
have been many marriages among my young people. All 
the matches made in the churches have been successful. 
Not~a single exception in thirty-nine years. No sep- 
arations, no desertions, no drunkenness. Some of the 
leading men in the Coatesville churches of various 
denominations were my Rock Run boys. And it works 
out this way everywhere, as hundred of the readers 
of these notes will bear witness. The Lord Jesus sees 
that his own folks are looked after. There is only 
trouble when his own let go of him and undertake 
to go it alone (John 10: 28, 29). 


; Ignorantly.—/ obtained mercy, because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief (1 Tim. 1:13). Saul did not 
say I did it innocently in unbelief. He knew he was 
guilty. Saul knew he was guilty but he had obtained 
mercy. Every now and then some killer is convicted 
of first degree ‘murder; but *he“gets “a life sentence: in- 
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has recommended “mercy.” There are thousands who 
get “life” because our God is one of mercy. As Sir 
W. Davenant sings, 


If mercy were not mingled with His power, 
This wretched world could not subsist one hour. 


Saul had been a killer, a premeditated killer, first de- 
gree. He acknowledges his guilt and rejoices in the 
mercy of his Lord (Rom. 7:24; Phil. 2:16). “If I 
had not come and spoken unto them, they had not 
had sin” (John 15:22). Stephen asked the Lord to 
forgive Saul the killer. “Lord, lay not this sin to 
Saul the killer.’ The Lord Jesus also asked his 
Father to forgive “the killers.” “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do.” “Ignorantly in un- 
belief.” Oh, how we all need the mercy of God! 
I wonder if we can always know we are on a wrong 
course of action. For example, not so many decades 
ago every household of importance was likely to have 
a sideboard with its decanters of hard liquor and wines. 
To refuse the offered “nip” when you called’ was 
almost, if not quite, a discourtesy. Both the clergy 
and the laity had their dram. A decanter on the 
parson’s sideboard and a barrel of drink in the cellar 
of the president of the board of trustees would today 
scanddlize any church and be a heinous immorality. 
If it were known that I gave the guests in my home 
cocktails and high balls when they called, the Editor 
would knock this Corner higher than Uncle Billy 
Penn on top of City Hall. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
The Mlustration_Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet nagteenion the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 


Blessed by Hard Kicking.—It is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks (v. 5). A missionary in India 
tells of a Brahman priest,’ an intelligent and open- 
minded man, who listened to the preaching of the 
Gospel. He was given a Telugu Testament on con- 
dition that he would faithfully read it. He read it 
for a month, then, meeting the missionary again, he 
said in Telugu, “I wish you to take the Book back. 
As I read it, it kicks me, and makes me feel very 
unhappy.” Like Paul he found it hard “to kick 
against the pricks” that the Book of Truth gave him. 
—From The -King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


Saved Through the Human Touch.—And putting 
his hands on him (v. 17). Fanny Crosby, the blind 
song’ writer, once was at the McAuley Mission. She 
asked if there was a boy there who had no mother, 
and if he would come up and let her lay her hand 
on his head. A motherless little fellow came up, and 
she put her arms about him and kissed him. They 
parted. She went from the meeting. and” ‘wrote that 
soul-inspiring song, “Resctle the Perishing,” and when 
Mr. Sankey was about to sing the song.in St. Louis, 
he related the incident. A man sprang to his feet in 
the audience and said: “I am the boy she kissed that 
night. I was never able to get away from the im- 
pression made by that touching act, until I became 
a Christian.”—From “Council Fires.” Sent by Flor- 
ence Fowler, Erie, Pa. 


The Most Important News.—He received sight (v. 
18). A teacher, wishing to test the up-to-dateness of 
the general knowledge of her scholars, asked them: 
“What is the most important event that has taken 
place during the past week?” The hand of a little 
boy shot up, without the slightest hesitation, as he- 
eagerly said, “Teacher, I know!” “Well, my boy?” 
said the teacher. “Father got converted, teacher,” 
came the triumphant reply —From the Sunday School 
| gs a Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 

ng. 


When Grace Opens the Door.—Who hath enabled 
me (1 Tim. 1:12). A minister tells a story of his 
little girl, who, wishing to speak to him one day when 
he was in his study, came up the stairs, and finding 
the door closed, put her small hand on the doorknob. 
The child’s hand was too tiny to grasp the handle 
firmly enough to turn it. To her delight, however, 
the handle turned, the door opened, and she ran into 
the study, exclaiming: “Oh, Daddy, I have opened 
the door all by myself!” She was all unaware that 
her father, hearing her attempt to open the door,- 
had quietly gotten up from his chair and turned the 
handle.from the: inside. Thus God makes the impos- 
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which strengtheneth me.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize ilustration. 


Anselmo’s Obedience.—/ was not dis- 
obedient unto the heavenly vision (Golden 
Text). On one of my trips to Guatemala, 
Mr. Burgess asked me whether I would 
give a few Indian men special lessons in 
soul-winning. Just imagine trying to teach 
this man when you hear the story. An- 
selmo was sitting on the fourth seat back. 
While speaking I turned to this old man 
and said, “Tell me, Anselmo, how many 
have you led to Jesus this year?” (This 
was about the twelfth of February.) The 
old man’s face fell. He said, “Ah, Senor, 
very few.” I said, “Tell me how many.” 
He said, “There are not more than thirty, 
Senor.” Early in July of that year, I 
received a letter from this old man, and 
it contained a list of 144 whom he had 
led to Jesus -before the first of. July. 
That would be a life work for most 
Christians in America—From Christ 
Life. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


Everything But*the Lifeboat.—/ was 
not disobedient unto the heavenly vision 
(Golden Text.) On the coast of Wales 
is a small village. HM is a most danger- 
ous part of the coast. Many lives have 
been sacrificed there. The villagers con- 
ceived the idea of a lifeboat. First of 
all the lifeboat house was built, but by 
the time that was completed the funds 
ran out, and the lifeboat was never se- 
cured. There the house stands — well 
built, painted, finished, but there is no 
lifeboat. How true that is of many a 
young fellow! He has glorious visions, 
splendid ideas, and good intentions, but 
never a hif of lifeboat work is he doing 
in the angry seas of time—From The 
United Methodist. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast most lovingly dealt with those 
who have sinned, aad yet who turn to thee 
in humble obedience and faith. We thank 
thee that thou didst permit Saul the per- 
secutor to have the experience that changed 
him into Paul. the great apostle. Through 
blindness he received his sight of things 
spiritual and eternal in his vision of the 
Lord Jesus himself. If any of us here today 
are striving against thee, we pray thdt thou 
wilt do away with pride and every other 
kind of resistance in us, and in such. ways 
as seemeth good to thee turn us to thyself 
in simple obedience. May we not be dis- 
obedient to the heavenly vision, but obey as 
those who_have seen the glory from on high, 
and who would serve thee with faithfulness 
to the end. We ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The other day a 
man who had lived in Glasgow told 
what it means to be in a Glasgow fog. 
The soft coal smoke in that great city 
rises into the atmosphere and then, with 
the moisture of fog, pours down upon the 
city at times until day seems about like 
night. Some folks seem to be moving 
in a fog like that in the spiritual life. 
Their sight is hindered, their voices are 
almost choked, and the-whole outlook is 
dark and gloomy. Have you ever tried 
to picture what it must have meant to 
Saul, who was afterward called Paul, 
when the awful fog of spiritual blind- 
ness was lifted from his eyes, and there 
on the Damascus road he had a vision, 
and heard a voice, and out of his blind- 
ness he was brought into the light of 
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
How different his life after that! How 
much we owe him for what he did for 
us in those great pioneering days of the 
Gospel, when he carried it to the west 
of his day! We shall learn more about 
him as we study these wonderful les- 
sons in the Book of Acts, but right now 


let us think of what it meant to him, and ' 


what it means to us, to have our blind- 
ness lifted, and our spiritual vision 
cleared, so that we can really see and fol- 
low him who is the truth and the life. 
Are you in a spiritual fog today? You 
need not be. God’s grace can clear all 
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that away. Will you ask him to do it 


for you? Let us pray. 





SAUL OBEYING 
‘THE HEAVENLY Voice 
MAY WE. BE OBEDIENT! 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Full Surrender.” 

“Trust and Obey.” 

“Open My Eyes, That I May See.” 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 
“My Jesus, As Thou Wilt!” 

“Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken.” 


9 
For Primary. Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 
READ Acts 9: 1-31. The class will 


remember seeing the Gospel seed: 


blown out of Jerusalem, when we studied 
about Saul and his band of men hunting 
the Christians, and putting them in prison. 
They will remember, too, tha’ when 
Stephen was stoned.to death, he kneeled 
 oteg and prayed for the men who stoned 
im. In our lesson this week we learn 
how. Stephen’s prayer was answered. 
After the Christians were driven out 
of Jerusalem, and went to other places 
sowing the Gospel, Saul still. breathed 
out threatenings and slaughter against 
them. He went even to cities in other 
countries, wherever he could find one 
who believed in the Lord Jesus. Some 
of these seed sowers had gone t- Da- 
mascus up in Syria. So Damascus must 
have a circle drawn around it showing 


| that some seed had sprung up there. 


Saul got letters from the high priest 
of the synagogue in Damascus, giving 
him authority to arrest any Christians 
he might find in Damascus, and to bring 
them to Jerusalem. Let one of your 
helpers for this week point out Jerusa- 
lem on the map, and then find Damascus, 
and tell in a few words what happened 
to Saul when he and his men were near 
Damascus. 

Did Saul arrest any Christians in Da- 


THE 


hree, and 
Acts: the Ethi 
nine, and C i 





TIVE CO 





three, conversions are narrated in 
jan eunuch in chapter 
the centurion in cha; 





$s martyrdom 


Sem cane of) 
man converted was profoundly 
duce. It is not a man’s religion, but 





seven God repeatedly offers to Israel, and 
marks the shift of the Divi 
whole, hence the representative character of the three conversions. 
three races, are thus represented. Note that i 


ist alone who saves. 





mascus? No, when he saw the bright 
light, and heard the winsome voice of the 
Lord Jesus, he became a believer himself. . 
The light made him blind, so he was 
led to the house of Judas, an old friend 
perhaps. Here he prayed and fasted for 
three days. Then the Lord Jesus sent a 
Christian “named Ananias to teach him 
and to baptize him. Was Ananias afraid 
to go to the man who had persecuted 
the Christians? At first he was, for 
he had heard how Saul had treated the 
believers in Jerusalem, and he knew of 
the letters Saul had gotten from the high 
priest giving —-. to arrest -Chris- 
tians in Damascus. ut the Lord told 
Ananias that he had chosen Saul to tell 
the Good Tidings to Gentiles and kings, 
and the children of Israel, and also to 
suffer for him. 

Then Ananias went to Saul and, putting 
his hands on him, said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto 
thee, . .. hath sent me, that thou might- 
est receive thy sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” After this the. scales 
fell from -Saul’s eyes, and he could see 
again. Then he was baptized, showi 
his faith in the Lord Jesus. Instead o 
carrying the high priest’s letters to the 
synagogue, Saul went to tell the people 
in the synagogue, that the Lord Jesus 
is the Son of God and their promised 
Saviour. The Jews who would not re- 
ceive Saul’s message began to make plans 
to ki him, and they watched the gates 
of the walled city night and day to catch 
him. Let another helper tell the class 
that Saul’s friends let him down the wall 
in a basket, and he got away from them. 

After this Saul went back to Jerusalem, 
and the believers were afraid he wanted 
to arrest them. But Barnabas became his 
friend, and went with him to the apos- 
tles, and told them how their persecutor 
had seen the Lord Jesus who had spoken 
to him, and how he had told the people 
in Damascus about the Lord Jesus. Then 
the apostles received Saul, and the _peo- 
ple in Jerusa’ soon knew that he be- 
lieved in the Lord Jesus. Some of the 
Jews in Jerusalem wanted to kill him, but 
some of his friends helped him to get 
away, and he went to Tarsus, his home 
city. 

After Saul the seed blower became a 
seed sower, the rulers did not have anyone 
to take his place, so the churches had 
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rest, for a while. The Christians could 
meet together for prayer and Bible study, 
and could telt the Good News-to others 
without being afraid: of a band of strong 
men breaking up their meetings»: So the 
Good News spread, the churches became 
strong, and the people were happy. 

Sing “Faith of Our Fathers.” 

Crinton, S. C. 

pe 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Up the Capitol steps. 
Discussion: Let the- fellows bring up 
all the “impossible” cases they know of, 
either human lives or hunia& tasks, and 
turn the searchlight promises of the 
Holy Spirit upon them. 
Objective: Twentieth Century miracles. 














AY, fellows,. maybe you recat that 

several years ago automobile’ manu- 
facturers demonstrated the ability of-their 
cars to climb steepness and roughness 
by driving them up the broad front steps 
of the national Capitol at Washington. 
The idea was that if a car could do a 
stunt like that without banging itself to 
pieces it was capable of hard usage and 
of negotiating any piece of road a pur- 
chaser might ever want to travel. 

In the conversion of Saul of Tarsus 
the Holy Spirit demonstrated his trans- 
forming power in an extreme case. In 
the Bible you will find a superlative word. 
It is uttermost. There isn’t anythi 
conceivable to the human mind- be 
that word. And when it is used in con- 
nection with our Lord Jesus Christ the 
most marvelous things may be expected. 

The writer to the Hebrews tells us, “He 

is able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make. intercession for 
them” (Heb. 7:25). If ever there was 
an “uttermost” case, it was the case of 
Saul of Tarsus. He was a cultured sin- 
ner. He had a brilliant mind, and it had 
been trained in the. best schools of the 
day. When a cultured mind, a brilliant 
intellect, denies the claims of Jesus Christ, 
the case seems more nearly hopeless than 
that of a low-down criminal who-has not 
learned to worship the-power of his own 
mind. 
Saul was a high-up church man; yet 
he was more to be dreaded by the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ than the pagan 
emperor. He was “breathing out threat- 
enings and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord,” and “he made. havock of 
the church [the Christian church], enter-~ 
ing into every house, and haling men and 
women committed them to prison” (Acts 
8:3). He had consented to the stoning 
to death of Stephen; held the coats of 
the stoners that their execution might 
be the more cruel and deadly: So great 
was his hatred for anyone who believed 
in the Lord Jesus that he persecuted them 
even unto death and made it-his business. 
Yet in a single moment the power of God 
shattered his opposition, convicted hin 
of his error, and converted his heart, his 
intellect and all his splendid resources of 
taient and culture into Paul the great 
apostle — the most powerful of all Chris-- 
tian leaders. 

Now, fellows, there’s a case of “utter-.~ 
most” at both ends: from the uttermost 
of antagonism to the uttermost of pro- 
tagonism — from arch-enemy to chief of 
staff. Physicists tell us that the diamond 
is the result of change in the atomic con- 
tent of black carbon. That is a marvel- 
ous transformation. Something compara- 
tively worthless suddenly: becomes highly 
valuable. The process is one of nature’s 
secrets, deep in the earth.. But suppose 
pieces of black carbon were jumping 
around and threatening and killing peo- 
ple, the. change to beautiful and valuable 
diamonds would be even more wonderful 
and more welcome. Better yet, suppose 
diamonds brought health and life and the 
joy of salvation — for rich and poor alike 
— the transformation would be still more 
desired. The Holy Spirit converts the 
uttermost bad into the uttermost good, de- 
structive into creative, death into life. 
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Lesson for August 9 


' If this lesson is worth anything at all 
to us today it will cause us to go to our 
junk pile and réclaim some things we 
Have cast there as worthless or impossible. 
There’s a fellow you thought once of 
helping, but decided he was just about 
past reclamation. Well, he was that, if 
you had not the Holy Spirit’s power to 
claim. God asked Abraham, “Is any 
thing too hard for the Lord?” (Gen. 18: 
14) and he repeated the question to Jere- 
miah (Jer. 32:27). Gabriel told the vir- 
gin Mary, “For with God nothing shall 
be impossible” .(Luke 1:37), and our 
Lord told the disciples when they de- 
Spaired of anybody being saved, as they 
saw that fine, cultured, and rich young 
Pharisee “turn away sorrowful”: “The 
things which are-impossible with mer are 
possible with God” (Luke 18:27). 
Never consign any human life to the 
scrap heap, fellows; as long as he has 
life, God can save to the uttermost. There 
was a fine thing you wanted to do for 
your Lord and you started out with glow- 
ing purpose, but difficulties came, insur- 
mountable, and you gave it up. That was 
because you looked only at your own abil- 
ities (or the lack of them) and forgot 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





SAUL CONVERTED AND 
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the Holy Spirit. Go pick it up again and 
claim his promise of power. Maybe some 
habit got hold of you, and you wrestled 
with it a while, then gave up, whipped; 
get up and start your fight: again, with 
God’s help. Nothing is too hard for the 
Lord. He turns liabilities into assets. 
Your very weakness, surrendered to him, 
becomes the channel of his strength made 
perfect (2 Cor: 12:9). 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
ye 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


‘°T’ HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CuRIsTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH in the hands of every 
member cf the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THE SuNDAY 
ScHooLt TIMEs. 

‘If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. In what ways had God doubtless 
been speaking to Saul before Christ spoke 
to him on the road to Damascus? 

2. Why had Saul so bitterly persecuted 
the Christians? 

3. What evidence have we that it was 
not merely a flash of lightning that Saul 
saw? 

4. What verse in our lesson shows us 
Saul’s complete acceptance and acknowl- 
edgment of all Christ’s claims to deity 
and Messiahship? 

5. What words of Saul’s in our lesson 
express his surrender of all his own 
plans and purposes? 

6. How was God working in Damas- 
cus in preparation for Saul’s conversion 
while he was dealing with Saul on the 
road? 

we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of. Christianity: 


(1) A great vision and a voice from 
Heaven. 


(2) A great conversion. 
(3) A great commission. 
(4) A great response. 











‘LJ EAVENLY visions and voices is one 

of the thrilling themes found in thig. 
Book of the Acts of the Holy Spirit 
How many have you .noted thus far? 
Not every time the Holy Spirit directly 
guided, or revealed truth to those first 
carriers of Christianity, did he do it 
through a miraculous -vision or voice. 
Often he must have. done>as he usually 
does now,’ through the recorded Word 
of God, in prayer, in the Spirit-taught 
conscience of the believer, in the Spirit- 
guided common sense of. the Christian 
group. But’ just as ‘surely’. he often 
granted to these who blazed the first trail 
for Truth heavenly visions or voices in 
miraculous demonstration of his presence 
and power. Help your girls to begin to 
look for such, in this book, and to mark 
them in some distinctive way in their 
own Bibles, even as they mark every 
mention of the Holy Spirit himself. Re- 
member we are trying to help them real- 
ize the Spirit’s place and power in Chris- 
tianity, and this is his own distinctive 
book among the sixty-six. It is he who 
is acting through all the doings of those 
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who first bore the message of the cruci- 
fied, risen, and ascended Christ. 


(1) This glorious vision was granted | 


to the one who least expected it, but 
who never more doubted it, after that 


noonday light that blinded him in his way ' 


to Damascus. For we read how the 
strongest foe at work against Christian- 
ity, the bitterest enemy of them all, the 
chief persecutor of every believer even 
to distant cities, the one who least be- 
lieved in the possibility of a resurrected 
Jesus — upon him shone this light from 
heaven more brilliant than the midday 
Syrian sun! And to him spoke this 
voice, in his own Hebrew tongue, call- 
ing his own Hebrew name, identifying 
the Speaker with those very believers 
whom this Saul was persecuting to the 
death! No future arguments, no suffer- 
ing, no trial could ever erase the fact 
of that vision and that voice from the 
mind of Saul of Tarsus. He knew’ whom 
he believed — he had seen his very glory, 
heard his- very voice! 

ts fe) E Jesus whom thou persecut- 
est” were the words Saul heard that 
melted the last drop of resistance from 


\ his proud heart; and no surrender was 


ever more complete, no conversicn more 
instantaneous than Saul’s. He fell upon 
his face the most relentless enemy, he 
rose the stanchest believer Christ has 
ever had! But there was the memory 
of another vision and voice in his mind 
—Stephen’s, at his death—that must 
have stayed with him throughout every 
scene of his persecutions, and probably 
came vividly back to him now to add to 
his wonder and his certainty, that he, too, 
had heard the riser! Christ speak from 
Heaven! 


(3) The great persecutor, immediately 
upon his great conversion, received one 
of the greatest commissions ever com- 
mitted to a Christian ambassador. Read 
Saul’s own words about it, in Acts 26: 
15-18. That commission was based upon 
this vision of the risen Saviour whom 
Saul had just seen, but also promised 
other visions yet to come, and we shall 
read of some of them in the further 
chapters of this book. 


(4) We shall read, too, much of the 
results of the response Saul made to 
that vision, a response that surrendered 
his whole heart to this “Lord” and Sav- 
iour, and offered his whole life to his 
service — “What wilt thou have me to 
do?” Look for great things to follow 
such a vision, such a eonversion, such a 
commission, such a response! 


Home Study 


“Saul Converted” must be written into 
this ninth chapter (note model chart) 
and just there must begin the line: indi- 
cating “Saul the Preacher” —as the rest 
of this chapter bears evidence. The>read- 
ing of the parallel passages given with 
this lesson will show your girls where we 
find the names of the places, so far, in 
Saul’s life, to be written into the spaces 
under the chapter divisions, on the chart. 
This may be completed, now, up to the 
twelfth chapter,° as far as Saul is con- 
cerned, 


“ Decatur, Ga. 


x 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of August 2) 


1. Philip, the newly-chosen deacon (Acts 
6:5), must be this: man, since he is no- 
where designated an apostle, and since we 
find him later called “Philip the evangel- 
ist,” living where chapter eight leaves him, 
in Czsarea-by-the-sea (Acts. 21: 8). 

2. This Philip was almost certainly not 
a home-born Jew, but a Hellenist, since h 
was one of that group chosen to minister to 
the Grecian Jews. To such a Jew, the Sa- 
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directed by the Holy Spirit himself, that 
this prophecy is the Old Testament Gospel. 
_ §. Jesus himself had visited and taugnt 
in their villages, — they could not have for- 
gotten him (John 43 39-42). 

6. It is obeying the clear call of God to 
take-a certain step without knowing what 
is the next step. 

8) Abram (Gen. 12:1). (See Heb. 11: 

8.,Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9: 6-9). 

9. No, rather is it that God pays a com- 
pliment to a man’s faith thus to test it. 
When a man obeys, he pays honor to God’s 
infinite (and therefore) superior wisdom. 

10. The rationalist says, ‘Seeing is believ- 
ing’; the Christian says, “Believing is see- 
ing.” 


foe 
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Arethusa 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


LL around us, everywhere, are splen- 

did things to see—if we will but 
look. . Even in the dust and grime and 
smoke of a great city some bit of beauty 
will suddenly flash out that catches at 
one’s throat by its sheer loveliness. 

Late, the other afternoon, I stood alone 
in my office in the heart of Philadelphia 
and stared out of a window thirteen 
stories above the street. Below me the 
city clanged and honked and muttered. 
Yet in the distance a great tower soared, 
a vast pillar of fretted ivory and jacinth, 
and against the sunset. sky an apartment 
house showed battlements of jasper and 
sapphire. 

Above them the sky. was all amber and 
amaranth with a shoal of deep violet 
clouds massed above the afterglow. Then, 
as the light dimmed, ‘the old, old, un- 
bought stars came out and the newest 
of new moons hung like a cobweb in 
the sky. 

Half an hour later I alighted at Haver- 
ford and stood on the platform for a 
long minute at one spot where I always 
stop, by the baggage room. There, through 
the sepia tracery of bare branches, a sin- 
gle pine stood silhouetted in midnight 
green against the flaming western sky. 

That night I went to the Flower Show. 
Among a “million dollars worth of blos- 
soms,” I spent most of my time with 
the orchids. There were cynbidia, cypri- 
pedia, miltonia, and half a hundred others 
of those exquisite hid-folk. 

They are strange queens of faerie, these 
orchids. When first they were made out 
of sunshine and mist and dew, almost 
every color was granted them save one. 
They may wear snow-white, pearl-and- 
gold, rose-red, green and crystal, royal 
purple, ivory, sepia and scarlet, and a 
dozen other tints. Only blue is. denied 
them, No one has ever seen a blue 
orchid. 

From trees festooned with Spanish 
moss, exotic blossoms gleamed like magic 
jewels, while above them flowers of snow, 
with a stain of Tyrian-purple, looked 
down upon the jostling crowd, serene in 
their loveliness. 

All of the orchids in the exhibition were 
beautiful. Some were priceless. Yet 
none of them seemed to me to be so 
lovely as one of their race whom I met 
far away in the North last summer. 

I had followed a dim trail for miles 
and hours through thick woods where 
olive-backed thrushes sang their strange 
, harp-notes and moose had stripped off the 
bark from many a sapling. Once, as 
my trail crossed. a bit of soft. sphagnygn 
I saw the print of what seemed 
| to be a wide, bare, human foot. When 
[I saw that the heel came to a point, 





maritans would not. be quite ‘so despised. | I knew that I was looking at the track 
His very residence among Gentiles of mixed ! of a black bear. 


races would have taught him some degree | 


of charity for such. 

3. The Holy Spirit is mentioned six times 
in connection with Philip’s work, sides 
the message through an angel (Acts 8: 26), 


which makes this chapter second only to/j; 


the second one in Acts in recording the 
acts of the Holy: Spirit. 


4. Surely Scripture 


Suddenly the path skirted the shore 
of a long, narrow lake. As it widened 
upon approaching the water, I noticed 
that it branched and a trail, only just 
: visible, wound away through the under- 
‘ brush. On a sudden impulse, I followed 
‘it. Mile after mile it twisted through 


it. 
bears testimony, | a grove of first-growth timber, and sud- 
through the use made of Isaiah by Philip 


denly before my delighted eyes appeared 
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Have you ever seen 


“Double 
Trouble’? 


O, IT isn’t a book. It is a little settle- 
ment in the Jersey pines. 





Queer name for a place where any folks 
live, isn’t it? -* 


But there it is,—‘‘ Double Trouble ’— 
sand, pine trees, a few houses, a few folks. 


Just now a good many folks are living in 
places, in circumstances, among conditions 
that they may think ought to be called by 
that name! 


And they’re not trying to run away 
pom “Double Trouble,” but they’re asking 
ow to live cheery, trustful, radiant lives, 
right . there. 
To many it seems to make a great dif- 
ference to have THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
at home. Their letters say so. 


And there is a new book, “Living 
Throv.gh These Days,” that folk say is so 
very clarifying, encouraging, and comfort- 
ing to “Double Trouble” folk, wherever 
they live. One woman writes: 


“Your blessed, blessed book, * Living Through 
These Days,’ came yesterday, and I have been 
reading it with deep, heart-stirring joy and grati- 
tude. God bless you——I know he does — has 
—and will! This is a precious companion to 
my oft lent and loved ‘When the Days Seem 
Dark’ [by the same author]. 

“Surely the Lord has raised you up for this 
ministry of comfort. and strengthening for storm- 
tossed souls. [ find I must mail this away to- 
morrow unfinished to a friend, and [| find I 
must have some copies for other dear ones in sore 
trouble just now : so I am enclosing money order 
for three copies, and I want them at top speed !’”” 


Wouldn’t you like to own the book? 
Wouldn’t you like to send THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES to five of your friends? 
Here’s the way: 


We shall be glad to send you without charge 
a copy of “Living Through These Days,” by 
Philip E. Howard, if you will send us five Ten 
Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times at 25 cents each. The 
book and five ten weeks subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times for the price of the book 
alone, only $1.25. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
327 North Thirteenth Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 
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a tiny, hidden lake, round and gleaming 
like a diamond set in jade. I had found 
Second Diamond Pond of which I had 
> ay many an old trapper and hunter 
tell. 

A great ripple and swirl showed in 
the clear water before me as a landlocked 
salmon rose to a fly. Out in the water 
a mother loon and two chicks swam 
and dived and came nearer and nearer 
to regard me curiously. 

I- followed the shore and came to a 
narrow stretch of moss-covered rock 
where a huge dead pine stretched out into 
the water, bordered with rows of pitcher 
plants. A minute later from the end of 
the great log I dived rg into fifty feet 
of transparent water and had a swim that. 
I will remember all my —life long, 
Through my tired. body went all the 
tingle and the refreshment and the verve 
of that lost and lonely lake. Then I 
dried myself and dressed on the mossy 
bank and followed the shore farther to 
find still other secrets of Second Dia- 
mond before it became time to start on 
the back trail. 

Suddenly I saw among the cranberry 
vines in the sand, half overshadowed by 
the malachite leaves of a blueberry bush, 
a single light green stalk some ten inches 
high. At the end of it nodded a fairy 
flower with three curved rose petals from 
which was thrust a curved tongue of gold. 
It was none other than that darling wood 
nymph, Arethusa, an orchid which I had 
never seen before. 

Farther on I came upon a perfect blaze 
of these orchids in bloom. I counted one 
hundred and ten of them there together. 
Dragon’s Mouth is the country name for 
this flower- and well describes its open 
mouth and lambent, flaming tongue. 

Rose-purple, rose-magenta, purple and 
gold and madder, all combined to garb 
that little nymph, and I shall always re- 
member the day I first met her. Notable 
days are distinguished by red letters, but 
a rose-red flower will always mark that 
July day for me. 5 


PHILADELPHIA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting-. 
By John W. Lane, Jr. - 





Aug. 16. What Nature Teaches about God. 
Psa. 147: 1-20 

Aug. 23. Bible Truths Based on Nature. Gal. 
6: 7-9; John 15: 1-8, 

Aug. 30. What Does the Bible Say about 
Missions? Matt. 28: 18-20. 

Sept. 6. Prayer: Jesus’ Teaching and Exam- 
ple. Luke i1: 1-13. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, August 9 
Good and Bad Features in Amusements 
(Rom, 14 : 13-23) 





Mon.—Dancing to death (Exod. 32: 1- 
6, 10). 

Tues.—Cruel sport (Judges 16 : 23-31). 

Wed.—Afchery as a hobby (1 Sam. 20: 
35-42). 

Thurs.—Degrading fun (1 Pet. 4: 1-5). 

Fri.—Restful recreation_(Mark 6 : 30-32). ~ 

Sat.—Influence — good or evil (1 Cor. 15: 
33). 











Where do we find most crime—in the 
newspapers or in the movies? 

How does professional baseball affect us? 

What are some helpful amusements? 


“| THINK a Christian can go any- 
where,” said a young woman who 
was defending her continual attendance 
at some doubtful places of amusement. 
“Certainly, she can,” rejoined her friend, 
“but I am reminded of a little incident 
that happened last summer when I went 
with a party of friends to explore a coal 
mine. One of the young women ap- 
peared dressed in a dainty white gown. 
When her friends remonstrated with her, 
she appealed to the. old miner who. was 
to act as a guide for the party. ‘Can’t 
I wear a white dress down into the mine?’ 
she asked. ‘Yes, mum,’ remarked the 
old man, ‘there is nothing to keep you 
from wearing a white. frock-down there, 
if you want to. But there will be con- 


low. 





JULY 25, 1931 — 


siderable to keep you from wearing one 
back.’ ” eS 


Perhaps there is no question that gives ~ 


Christian young folks so much trouble 
as does the question-of amusements. Yet 
this need not be so, if we approach it in 
the right way. So often we come to the 
question of amusements predetermined as 
to what we are going to do about them. 
We ask one Christian after another about 
this or that amusement in the hope that 
we will find some one who will be-in 
accord with our desires. We even come 
to God asking his direction, yet with a 
determination down deep in our hearts 
to do as we please, no matter what he 
shows us. We cannot ‘hope for anything 
but confusion under such an attitude. 
God’s first requirement for knowing his 
will is that we shall be resolved to do 


his will as soon as we know what it is, ~ 


regardless of whether it fits in with our 
ideas or not. When we approach the 
question of amusements, in such a way 
we shall not have much difficulty, 


5 ba 
Yet we hear folks talk about taking 


Christ with them to this or that place, 
as though that would put his stamp of 
approval on anything that they chose to 
do. If we belong to him, of course we 
may take him with us wherever we go. 
He has promised never to leave us or 
forsake us. But that does not mean that 
everywhere we choose to go, we go with 
his approval. A Christian leader said one 
time to a young girl who made an excuse 
for doing questionable things, “Indeed, is 
that so? You can take Jesus with you? 
I did not know that was the order, — 
that it was yours to lead and his to fol-- 
” And here is the heart of the whole 
matter. If we are earnestly looking to 
God and asking him to guide us and di- 
rect us to those amusemen's -that he 
knows will be all right, we shall not be 
in a constant state of uncertainty. 


ye 
Nevertheless, many will say, “But is — 


there no standard that will help us to’ 
distinguish harmful amusements from 
those that are harmless?” Some one has 
worked out the following series of ques- 
tions that may be a help to many if. they 
will answer them honestly and seriously 
concerning any amusement: 


Does it rest and strengthen, or weary 
og | weaken the By ie 
oes it rest and stre: or wi 
and weaken the brain? wes = 
Does it make resistance to tempta- 
tion easier or harder? 
Does it increase or lessen love for 
virtue, purity, temperance, and justice? 
Does it give inspiration and quicken 
enthusiasm, or stupify the intellectual 
and harden the moral nature? 
Does it increase or diminish respect 
for manhood and womanhood? 
Does it draw one nearer to or remove 
one farther’from Christ? 
ae 
However, even such a set of questions 
when answered faithfully may not show 
us God’s will, although they may be a 
help in this direction. There are certain 
amusements that may not. hurt us, and 
yet our indulgence in them may harm 
some one else. It is entirely possible 
that some of us may be able to use play- 
ing cards in a harmless way, yet our 
use -of them may bea real stumbling- 
block in the life of some other who is 
not able to discern betweén the right and 
wrong in them. It is possible that we 
may be able to look at a certain moving 
picture and come away unharmed. But 
how dare we say that another may not 
receive from that same picture sugges- 
tions and impressions that may blast the 
life? In these days when the motion pic- 
tures are so filled with a. false represen- 
tation of life and charaetétized by a low 
standard of morals weishall“do well to 
think of our example toward others who 
are younger and weaker than we are. 
So it is with many borderline amuse- 
ments. 
we 


But the determination of right and 
wrong amusements does not end m-rety 
with the thought of example.. There may 
be harmless amusenients, in which our 


\ 
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Lesson for August 9 


example could not possibly lead anyone 
astray, and yet which may not-be ’s 
will fer us. It is possible to become so 
infatuated with something that is good 
and harmless that we may neglect that 
which is better. Anyone who indulges 
to excess in an amusement that injures 
his heart or in any other way abuses his 
body is clearly in the wrong. Just so, 
the indulgence’ in any amusement that 
saps our spiritual life by robbing us of 
time that should be spent with God is 
not in God’s will. 


God’s call to us in the matter of amuse- 
ments is, first of all, to present our. whole 
being to him as a living sacrifice (Rom. 
12:1, 2), so that we may be in a posi- 
tion to know what is that “good and ac- 
ceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Then 
his challenge to us is to “run with pa- 
tience the race that is set before us,” 
flinging aside every weight and hindrance 
and sin that would hold us back, “looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith” for guidance and for strength and 
for, wisdom moment by moment (Heb. 
12:1, 2). oe 


In what amusements do I indulge that I 
know are not God’s will for me? 

About what amusements am I uncom- 
fortable ? : 

Am I willing ‘to. seek God’s will regard- 
ing amusements, and’ to be obedieht when 


‘ he shows me what he wants me to do? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


With the New Books 








Love That Lasts. By Samuel Miller, 
B.D., D.D. (Augustana Book Concern, 
Rock Island, Ill., $1.) Here isa most 
unusual little. volume, so beautifully 
bound as to make it an attractive gift, 
so brief one may read it in an hour. It 
comprises what was originally a lecture 
on love and marriage as sanctioned by the 
Word of God, revamped in the for 1 of 
a little love story. Some readers may 
find that the sugar coating of fiction adds 
little or nothing to the message, but all 
should agree that the message itself is 
vital and greatly needed by young peo- 
ple in the present unstable condition of 
society. Several teachers of young peo- 
ple’s Sunday-school classes have already 
found it so valuable that they have put 
it into the hands of their *pypils.. The 
book has the rare virtue of being en- 
‘tirely frank and at the same time en- 
tirely inoffensive. : 


The World’s Desperate Cry for a 
Superman. By the Rev. Albert Sims. 
(A. Sims, Simpson Ave., Toronto, Can., 
25. cents.) This fifty-page booklet is, 
in reality, a survey of some of the most 
serious conditions that are now threat- 
ening the civilized world, e. g., prepara- 
tions for war, race hatred, unemploy- 
ment, and lawlessness. The many quo- 
tations from authoritative sources are 
excellently chosen. Half of the booklet 
is taken up with a consideration of the 
terrible conditions in Russia, especially 
those resulting from religious persecu- 
tion. Only the last five pages are actu- 
ally devoted to the subject suggested by 
the title; and the reader will regret that 
statements here are not as carefully doc- 
umented as are those in the preceding 
chapters: A Christian cannot read this 
earnest presentation of world conditions 
without realizing anew the absolute ne- 
cessity for more earfiest intercessory 
prayer in these latter days. 


His Very Own. By Norman B. Harri- 
son, D.D. (Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, Chicago, $1.) Dr. Harri- 
son calls attention to the striking fact 
that three of the greatest books of the 
Bible preface their message with a pre- 
historic narrative. This sort of narra- 
tive when it has for its sanction “Thus 
saith the Lord” should at once stimu- 
late our interest. One of the three is 
the subject of this very thorough and in- 
spiring study, the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians. Dr. Harrison notes also that the 
Epistle to the Ephesians is one of the 
three of Paul’s letters addressed distinc- 


Frank H. Leavell. 
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tively to the spiritual. Christian. The 
book will be found a most excellent text 
for use in Bible study classes, a book to 
be studied, not casually skimmed. The 
chapter heads are challenging: The Most 
Wonderful Story Ever Told, and so on 
through the Most Wonderful Body, 
Building, Walk, Bride, Warfare, down 
to the Appeal to the Church, His Very 
Own. Each chapter is carefully out- 
lined and has an accompanying chart. 
Best of all, the text is eminently read- 
able and inspiring. 


Christ My Only Necessity. Edited by 
(Sunday School 
Board, Southern Baptist Convention, 
Nashville, Tenn., paper, 50 cents.) ' If 
you love and young folks you will 
find this a most fascinating book. It is 
refreshing to learn of such a gathering 
as this today, the All-Southern Baptist 
Student Conference. The stenographic 
report of the proceedings of this, its sec- 
ond annual session, carries the reader 
right into the heart of tie meeting. He 
feels the throbbing vitality of a host of 
consecrated young lives filled with de- 
votion and eager to learn how to be 
about the Father’s business. He may 
find much food for the spirit in the ad- 
dresses which he seems to be hearing 
rather than reading. Among the speakers 
were many of the best preachers and 
platform lecturers of the South, also 
missionaries such as the veteran John 
Lake, of Canton, China, and Jacob Gar- 
tenhaus, missionary to the Jews of the 
South. Here is an excellent book to 
put into the hands of students. Young 
people should be able to find in it much 
helpful material for programs in the 
young people’s meeting. As would be 
expected in a report of this sort cover- 
ing many addresses, there are a few sen- 
tences which might better be expressed 
differently. 


The Fundamental Principle of Cal- 
vinism. By H. Henry Meeter, . Th.D. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 234 
Pearl St., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
The author of this book, who is the 
Professor of Calvinism at Calvin Col- 
lege, Grand Rapids, Mich., is to be con- 
gratulatéd on such a successful attempt 
to discuss a subject as comprehensive as 
he has here approached, within one hun- 
dred pages. Calvinism, so contrary to 
almost all modern thinking, our author 
well points out, finds its fundamental 
principle not in man, nor in anything 
that may happen to man, but in God. 
Calvinism believes God to be One who 
“Gs the eternal, personal, absolute Being, 
the almighty, and sovereign God, the 
Creator and Governor of the Universe, 
and round this thought it has conceived 
of the world as an unfolding of his plan, 
and interprets the universe from the 
standpoint of God’s purpose.” The last 
chapter indicates the tremendous influ- 
ence such thinking has had and does 
have upon ethics, upon social and politi- 
cal life, and upon the pursuit of science. 
In one place, even permitting the con- 
text to speak with every possible mod- 
eration and explanation, the author has 
certainly exaggerated when he says: “In 
a very real sense it can be said that he 
{the Lord Jesus Christ] died for sci- 
ence. He died for the restoration of 
society. He died for the restoration of 
the political world.” ~The book on the 
whole, however, is to be strongly, com- 
mended, and cannot be read without 
blessing to both heart and mind. How 
different the Church would be today if 
it could be said of her great leaders 
since the Reformation what is here said 
of Calvin: “Calvin in his utterances 
about God-always kept his feet on solid 
ground, the ground of God’s Word, and 
refused to go a step beyond what. the 
Bible taught.” 


The Doctrimes of Christianity. By 
Parl L. Mellenbruch, Ph.D., S.T.M. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$2.50.) This volume might truly be 
called a handbook of Biblical theology, 
for it is really a theological classification 
and interpretation of the main doctrines 
of the Scriptures. In many ways it is 
probably the best compendium of its 
kind that has been publishedjn English 


since Dr. R. A. Torrey gave us his | 
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famous, “What the Bible Teaches,” over 
thirty years ago; indeed, in some ways, 
the present volume surpasses Dr. Tor- 
rey’s similar work. The author has well 
learned the difficult art of compressing 
much into a few sentences, and yet keep- 
ing his style transparently clear; some 
of his pages are unusually suggestive, 
and complete, e. g., those on the inter- 
mediate state, eternal death, eternal life, 
Providence, the purpose of the sacra- 
ments, and the home. In the matter of 
eschatology, however, he finds no place 
for any millennium, either before or after 
our Lord’s return, and continually lo- 
cates the Second Advent, the Final Judg- 
ment, and many other events, in one 
point of time, which he invariably calls 
“the end of the world.” It is significant, 
however, that though the author holds to 
the a-millennial view, he firmly believes 
im the return of Israel to Palestine, and 
gives a remarkably complete outline on 
the Signs of the Times. The author’s 
position on certain doctrines is shown by 
such statements as, “Baptism is intended 
for all men. Those“ who have not al- 
ready been baptized should be” ; and, “The 
new life bestowed in. regeneration” can 
so be neglected as to “disappear.” How- 


with which many cannot agree, the book 
will certainly stimulate and strengthen 
the minds of believers in every evangel- 
ical denomination. 


Daily Life Booklets. By Floyd W. 
Tomkins. (Morehouse Publishing Co., 
Milwaukee, 50 cents each.) 
years Dr. Floyd W. Tomkins has been 
one of the best loved and most useful 
citizens of Philadelphia. He is the hon- 
ored Rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church, and his activities have extended 
in numberless directions in the work of 


conventions here and abroad, with the 
earnest evangelical note in all his work; 
his wonderful faithfulness as a pastor of 
his great congregation: his wide serv- 
ice as a heiper of cthers in many forms 
of organized work and in personal coun- 
sel, have given him a’ most eminent place 
in the regard and affection of all denomi- 
nations. Dr. Tomkins has gathered. into 


Booklets,” many of his devotional arti- 
clés and brief addresses touching upon the 
needs that are common to our humanity 
in living the daily life. Such titles as 
“Following Christ,” “Helps Toward 
Nobler Living,” “Beacons on Life’s Voy- 
age,” “My Lord and I,” and “Joyous 
Service,” indicate the type of meditations 
found within the covers of each of these 
attractive little books of a hundred or 
more pages. Some of the meditations 
are in answer to practical questions that 
have been asked of Dr. Tomkins. 
Throughout the series of handy little 
volumes he closes the meditations with 
a word of prayer, and includes the words 
of many appropriate hymns, or other 
cherished messages in verse. The book- 
lets are faithful projections of Dr. Tom- 
kins’ devout and loving spirit, and will 
be greatly valued by many who have 
known him, and by many others who will 
come to know him through these most 
welcome messages. 


vé 


Books may be ordered through H. 
Trumbull Howard (conducting a book 
service for the Times), 401 West Dur- 
ham Road, Philadelphia. 





ever, in spite of a few such statements | 


For many | 


the Lord. His devotional leadership in , 


the five handy~volumes here reviewed, ' 
under the general title of “Daily Life ' 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
' One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
_ for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5S@ cents for postage. 





Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper, to enable all the teachers of a 
schoo! to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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EASY WAY to 
EARN MONEY 


Every housewife 
wants Skour-Pak, 
the new patented 
steel-wool brush be- 
# cause it provides an 
i} easy way to scour 
i} withoutsteel-wool 
touching her hands. 
Aluminum, earthen- 
ware and all cooking 
utensils scoured per- 
4 fectly. Skour-Pakis 
twice as economical 
as loose steet-wool 
f cand sells for 15 cents. 
One society of 12 
members. sold 288 
Skour-Paksin 3. days. 

cial offer now to 
Church ‘societies 
i} makes it easy to earh 
money quickly and 
Gai without asking for 
 ewasvon perren wouas J donations. Big prof- 
— ene its. Write today for 
free Skour-Pak and full particulars. 


SKOUR-PAK STEEL WOOL CORP. 
1161 E. 156 ST. pepe. ¢s NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Through the Tribulation ?: 


A profoundly interesting edf= 
torial in the Special Proph- 
ecy Issue for August.” . 


MOODY 222» MONTHLY 


Worth the price of a year’s 
subscription. 


Order YOUR subscription 
NOW and take advantage of 
the special offer. 


15 MONTHS FOR $2.00 


MOODY MONTHLY 
| 150 Institute Place, - - Chicago, Ilinois 
—— 


A Beautiful High Grade 
Christian Home and School 
for Children 


HE famous — Brown Schools are operating 

at Sulphur prings, Arkansas, the Julia A. 
Browa School for Children. With a half- 
million dollar plant, located in the healthful, 
beautitul Ozark hills, and with a strong staff of 
Christian workers, this school offers an all-the- 
year program at very reasonable cost to children 
trom six to fifteen years of age. The-ideal of 
this school is “ The best for the best.” For 
particulars write 


| THE JULIA A. BROWN SCHOOL 











Sulphur Springs, Arkansas 














In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well-as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
wertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


International Uniform Lesson Topics : 





For Family Worship: ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


=" 





Epes the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
oo! Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 3 to 9 
Mon.—Acts 9:1-9. The Conversion of Saul. 


God will save even the bad man who 
ravins as the wolf (Gen. 49:27), if he 
obeys the Spirit’s call to repent. The 
Old Testament Saul did not obey; the 
New Testament Saul did. Paul’s life 
reversal is amazing. From attempting to 
annihilate Christianity, he comes to cry 
“To me to live is Christ” (Phil, 1:21). 
Lord Littleton in “The Conversion of St. 
Paul” says: “The conversion and apos- 
tleship of St. Paul alone, duly considered, 
is of itself a demonstration sifficient to 
prove Christianity to be a divine revela- 
tion.” : 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for two 
Jewish sisters agreeing to read the Book 
of Acts in order to weigh the evidence 
of Paul to see if the admittedly able Jew, 

esus of Nazareth, can really be the Son 
of God. Pray that the experience of 
Paul may be tremendously used as evi- 
dence to convince Jews, and ‘that their 
increasing openness of mind nowadays may 
mean a Christian revival among them. 


Tues.—Acts 9 : 23-31. 
The Hatred of the Jews. 

Chrysostom wrote that the Jews 
thought they were rid of unanswerable 
argument with Stephen’s martyrdom, but 
God overruled that one of the murderers 
would argue even more earnestly (v. 22). 
Paul went down in the basket because 
God wanted him to go up for that third 
heaven experience (cf, v. 25 with 2 Cor, 
12:2). The Gospel either convinces or 
enrages (v. 24). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Paul- 
like -conversions in the coming revival; 
7 infidels like Darrow and Modernists 
like Fosdick may be ovérwhelmed by 
Gospel glory. Pray for every agency for 
making Jews open-minded; for the Rev. 
David L. Cooper, Ph.D., President. Bib- 
lical —Research Society, 4417 Bernice 
Street, Los Angeles, Cal., in his co-opera- 
tion with Jews for reorganizing their 
Sanhedrin in order that they may decide 
as a nation whether Christ was illegally 
tried and condemned, or not;-fér all Jew- 
ish missions. 
Wed.—1 Timothy 1 : 12-17. ~ 

Called to ‘be an Apostle. 

To be honored with the unique office 
of apostle, a first century “sent one” 
must personally have seen the Lord. Paul 
saw him at his conversion, Paul de- 
fended his apostleship in his first chapter 
of the Galatian letter, and often referred 
to his right to the office. The office did 
not descend. But apostles had all the 
gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12). Timothy 
was Paul’s understudy to be his successor, 
and. we are Timothy’s understudies, 
Paul’s letters to him define what his and 


chief importance is fidelity to the faith 
(vs. 19, 20). 

PraAYER-SuUGGESTIONS: Pray. for the 
Worlds Christian Fundamentals Asso- 
ciation whose Fourteenth Convention was 
held in Philadelphia in May; for Presi- 
dent Rood, Executive Secretary Riley, 
and all the officers; for God's blessing 
on all its contention, by life, lip, and lit- 


3). 


Thurs.—Galatians 1 : 11-17. 
s, Source of Paul’s Gospel. 
“To Paul was committed that body of 
revelation which explains grace, and de- 
fines the doctrine of the Church... . 
To Paul also was committed that body 
of truth concerning salvation which he 
calls ‘my gospel,’ and which is the great 
doctrinal basis of Christianity. . . . Men 
speak of ‘Pauline’ theology, as if Paul 
were a mere theologian, the framer of a 
system of Christian doctrine, with which 
one may disagree, and still be a good 





our ministeries should be. Note that of f° 


Christian. Against these, the truth runs 
that Paul. spake, even as to the very 
words (2 Cor. 2:13), not as a system-/ 
maker, but as the mouth of God (John 
17: 18, 20).”—€.. I, Scofield on “Gala- 
tians” (Philadelphia School of: the .Bible, 
1721 Spring Garden.Street, Philadelphia). 

Prayer Succestions: A letter from 
a faithful pastor says: “Present condi- 
tions have brought my wife and myself 
to the ‘jumping off place. We have a 
boy fifteen, third year high school, and 


year. We can no longer get _the basic 
necessities of life.” Another pastor writes 
that he has been put out because he re- 
fused to sanction dances, under church 
auspices. Very many pastors are in such 
desperate. plight, for Modernism controls 
most of the denominations. Pray for. all 
these. 
Fri.—2 Corinthians 5 : 11-19. 

; A New Creature. 

A Christian minister, himself a new 
crea*ion, recently wrote: “The two wives 
of my old days in sin have passed on, 
and i believe God heafd their cry of 
‘God be merciful to me a_ sinner’ ; -and 
the dear Lord has given.me~a new wife, 
a_ jewel. 
new.” The word “creature” in yerse 
17 should be translated “creation.” New- 
born and Christ-indwelt, we are as much 
new creations as the globe was in Genesis 
1:2. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray..for the 
plan of the-Rév. George T. B. Davis to 
put one million Testaments into the hands 
of university, college, and high school 
Students all ‘over the United States and 
Canada in a day when the Bible is be- 
ing pushed increasingly out of the schools 
(Schaff Building, Philadelphia). 
Sat.—Philippians 3: 1-12. Surrendering All. 


Dr. Ritchie Smith of Princeton Semi- 
puary tells of an ancient monastery on 
Mt. Sinai, which had been able from its 
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two girls eleven and seven. We have: 
had. only. five hundred dollars the past | 


So ‘all things are being made 





impregnable position to withstand Mos- ! 


lem attacks for- centuries. -Finally. it 
was so hard-pressed that to avoid sur- 
render the monks agreed with the Mo- 
hammedan commander -to place a Mos- 
lem shrifieé-in a tiny room where the 
adherents of the prophet-might worship 
just once a.year. What single pet sin 
of ours is between us and God? 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Rev. John Hall, M.A., author of the 
booklet “Man Eaters under New Man- 


“agement,” who plans to return in Sep- 


tember with his completed translation of 
the New Testament into Tangale, a West 
African tribe; for his deputation minis- 
try ix Canada and the United States un- 
til then; that-the Word of God in Tan- 
gale. may be kept in New Testament 
mold. (Sudan Interior Mission, Toronto, 
Can.). 

Sun.—Isaiah 6; 1-8. Isaish’s Vision. 

God’s usable servants get this vision 
Joshua had it (5:13, 14). So did Job 
(42:5, 6). Ezekiel (1:28). Daniel - 
(10: 5-11). John (Rev. 1: 32-19). Paul, 
as seen in this week’s “readings.” Even 
godly Isaiah needed “a deeper work of 
grace” (v. 5). How can we be. seated 
in Christ in the heavenlies now until we 
see him there with faith’s eye. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God 
to use tremendously the masterful pe 3 
of Dr.-James M. Gray, in. the Moody 
Monthly for June, “The Audacity of Un- 
belief, mm answer to Dr. H. E. Fosdick’s 
Sermon, ‘The Peril of Worshipi 
Jesus’” ; pray for revival to upset false 


‘teachings, and check the apostasy «until 


the Gospel can reach deeper into earth's 
dark corners: +4 
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UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 
®@ 9 e @ ; ® : 
Ladies’-Christian Union 
KATHARINE HOUSE 
1186. West Thirteenth St., New York City 


. A tiew atid attractive house for Protestant 
young women. 


Opens August 15, 1931 
Applications now being received at above address. >. 
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erature for the faith once delivered (Jude | 


Bring the Bible to the People 


There is no better means of bringing home the events of biblical history than to show 


representations of the actual scenes by means of projected pictures. Interesting photo- 
graphs depicting the work of foreign missions, illustrations for lectures and talks to 
young people’s groups are also presented most effectively by this method. 


Bausch & Lomb Balopticons are madé in a number of models that enable you to 
select the best instrament for your purpose. There are models for lantern slides, 
strip film, pictures and postcards. There are instruments for use in large halls and for 
small rooms. All project pictures with maximum clarity and brilliance. 


Write for complete information about B & L Balopticons to Bauscnu & LomsB OprTricaL 
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